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15 Female Members Constituent Assembly UPSC

Description

Indiad??s journey to independence culminated in the drafting of a comprehensive Constitution, a task
undertaken by the Constituent Assembly. This monumental body, formed in 1946, was entrusted with
laying the foundational principles for a newly independent nation; navigating diverse viewpoints and
aspirations. Its debates and decisions shaped the political, social,.and economic fabric of modern India.
The process was characterised by intense debates and compromises, reflecting the diverse aspirations
of a nascent nation and the challenge of unifying disparate elements under a single constitutional
document. The commitment to consensus-building, despite deep ideological differences, stands as a
testament to the foresight of its members.

While the prominent figures of the Constituent Assembly often receive extensive attention, it is crucial to
recognise the diverse voices that contributed to this historic exercise. Among its members were
individuals from various backgrounds, representing different communities, regions, and ideologies.
Their collective wisdom and discussions produced one of the most enduring constitutions globally,
designed to cater to a vast and diverse populace.

An often-underappreciated aspect of the Constituent Assemblya??s composition is the presence of its
female members. Though a minority in number, these women played a significant part in ensuring that
the new nationa??s supreme law reflected principles of equality, justice, and inclusiveness for all
citizens, including women. Their participation was a statement in itself, breaking traditional barriers in a
nascent democracy and affirming a progressive vision for the future.

Indian Constituent Assembly Overview

The Constituent Assembly of India was formed in December 1946, following the Cabinet Mission Plan.
Its primary purpose was to draft a Constitution for independent India, a monumental undertaking that
laid the legal and philosophical groundwork for the Republic. This body was not merely a legislative
assembly; it represented the collective aspirations and will of the Indian people to shape their own
destiny after centuries of colonial rule. The Assembly held its first session on December 9, 1946,
marking a significant moment in Indiad??s struggle for self-governance.
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The Assemblya??s composition reflected the immense diversity of India, though members were
indirectly elected by provincial assemblies. It comprised representatives from various political parties,
communities, and regions, including nominees from princely states. This diverse membership ensured
that a wide range of perspectives could contribute to the constitutional debates, thereby enriching the
final document. Importantly, after Indiad??s partition in August 1947, the Assembly functioned as a
sovereign body, taking decisions without external interference and asserting Indiad??s complete
autonomy.

To manage the complex task of drafting a constitution for a nation of Indiad??s size and complexity, the
Constituent Assembly established numerous committees. Prominent among these were the Drafting
Committee, chaired by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, which meticulously prepared the initial draft of the
Constitution. Other crucial committees included those on Fundamental Rights, Minorities, Union
Powers, and Provincial Constitutions. These specialised committees were instrumental in streamlining
the drafting process, allowing for focused discussions and detailed provisions concerning specific
aspects of governance and citizen rights.

The Constituent Assembly held eleyven sessions over a period of two years, eleven months, and
eighteen days. Its extensive deliberations, marked by profound debates and meticulous scrutiny,
resulted in the adoption of the Indian Constitution omNovember 26, 1949. The Constitution formally
came into force on January 26, 1950. This date is'celebrated,as Republic Day, commemorating not just
the enforcement of the Constitution but also the culmination’ofthe Assemblya??s tireless efforts to
provide a robust, democratic, and enduring legal framework for the Indian Repubilic.

Women Members in the Constituent Assembly

Within the broader canvas of the Constituent Assembly, a specific and crucial group was the contingent
of women members. There were fifteen such members, whose presence itself was a testament to the
evolving social landscape and the recognition of womena??s public role in Indiad??s independence
movement. This number, while modest compared to the total membership, was highly significant,
especially considering the prevailing societal norms of the time, which often confined women to
domestic spheres.

The inclusion of these women was not merely tokenistic; it represented a conscious and progressive
decision to ensure that the voices and concerns of half the population were heard during the
foundational stage of the nation. Their participation challenged traditional patriarchal structures and set
a precedent for womena??s active engagement in governance and policy-making in independent India.
This point needs attention: their very presence underscored a commitment to gender equality as an
ideal for the nascent nation. In a society where womena??s roles were largely confined to the domestic
sphere, their presence in such a high-level, public forum was a revolutionary statement, fundamentally
altering the perception of womena??s capabilities and responsibilities.

These fifteen women came from varied backgrounds, reflecting the mosaic of Indian society. They
included seasoned freedom fighters, dedicated social reformers, accomplished educators, and
committed political activists who had already contributed significantly to public life through their
struggles against colonial rule and social injustices. Their rich experiences, gained through participation
in the national movement and various social reform efforts, profoundly enriched the debates within the
Assembly, bringing a different, often more empathetic, perspective to discussions on fundamental
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rights, directive principles, and social justice.

Their collective presence provided a strong and unified voice for advocating specific provisions that
would safeguard womena??s rights and promote broader social equality. While individual contributions
varied, as a group, they championed clauses related to universal adult franchise, equal opportunities,
and robust protection against discrimination. Their inclusion ensured that the Constitution was not
drafted solely from a male perspective but incorporated a more holistic and inclusive view of citizenship
and societal well-being, paving the way for a truly democratic republic.

Collective Contribution of Women Members

The fifteen women members of the Constituent Assembly made substantial collective contributions
across various critical areas of constitution-making. Their interventions and perspectives were
instrumental in embedding principles of social justice and equality deeply within the constitutional
framework, thereby shaping the future trajectory of independent India. They actively participated in
debates concerning fundamental rights, directive principles of state policy, and the overarching
structure of governance.

One of their most significant collective contributions/was their unwavering and strong advocacy for
universal adult franchise. They consistently argued for ‘voting-rights for all adults, regardless of gender,
caste, religion, or economic status. This was a remarkably progressive stance for any democracy in the
mid-20th century, especially when many established nations still had restricted franchise. Their
persistence ensured that the Constitution would grant political equality to women from the outset,
moving beyond the limited franchise systems prevalent in many parts of the world.

Furthermore, these women members were vocal proponents of ensuring equal opportunities and non-
discrimination as constitutional guarantees. They pushed for provisions that would guarantee women
equal pay for equal work and robust protection against various forms of exploitation and discrimination,
not just in public life but also in the private sphere. Their efforts helped solidify the commitment to
gender equality in the Preamble, Fundamental Rights, and Directive Principles, making it a guiding
principle for the new nation. For instance, their collective voice strengthened the resolve to enshrine
principles like equality before law (Article 14) and prohibition of discrimination on grounds of sex (Article
15), ensuring that the state would be constitutionally bound to uphold these tenets. This broad vision
helped incorporate provisions for affirmative action, recognising that formal equality alone might not
suffice to address historical disadvantages.

They also contributed meaningfully to discussions on public health, education, and broader social
welfare policies, stressing the critical importance of state responsibility in these areas for the upliftment
of all citizens, particularly the disadvantaged and vulnerable sections of society. Their focus extended to
the rights of children, widows, and other marginalised groups, demonstrating a broad and
compassionate commitment to human dignity and comprehensive social reform. The women members
collectively enriched the Assemblya??s work by bringing a humane, holistic, and empathetic
perspective to constitutional provisions, ensuring the document addressed not just political and
economic rights, but also the crucial social dimensions of a truly democratic and equitable society.

Legacy of Women in Constitution Drafting
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The legacy of the fifteen women members of the Constituent Assembly extends far beyond their
immediate contributions to the drafting process. Their work established foundational principles that
continue to guide Indiad??s constitutional ethos and societal development. The ideals of equality, non-
discrimination, and social justice, which they championed so passionately, became indelible parts of the
Indian Constitutiona??s spirit, influencing its interpretation and application for decades.

Their presence and active participation served as a powerful and enduring inspiration for future
generations of women in India. It demonstrated convincingly that women were not merely passive
recipients of constitutional rights but active shapers of those rights and indeed, the nationa??s destiny.
This provided a crucial precedent for womena??s increasing involvement in politics, governance, and
various public spheres, actively encouraging them to break traditional barriers and take on leadership
roles across diverse sectors of national life.

The inclusion of women in such a crucial nation-building exercise set a significant global standard for
inclusive governance. At a time when many established democracies around the world still grappled
with fundamental gender inequalities, India chose to incorporate womena??s voices at the highest level
of its constitutional discourse{This decision reflected a profoundly progressive vision for the nation, one
that recognised the intrinsic value of/diverse perspectives in crafting a just, equitable, and truly
representative society.

Moreover, the constitutional provisions that resulted from their collective advocacy, such as universal
adult franchise and the principles of non-discrimination, laid the groundwork for subsequent social
reforms and legislative actions aimed at empowering women. Their efforts indirectly influenced later
movements and policy initiatives focused on womena??s education, health, and economic
independence, ensuring that the constitutional promise of equality gradually translated into tangible
social change over time. This continuous push for gender justice, rooted in the Assemblya??s vision,
has seen the enactment of numerous laws and policies over decades, aimed at empowering women in
various spheres. It also inspired womena??s organisations and social reformers to continually invoke
the constitutional spirit in their advocacy, thereby reinforcing the democratic ideals laid down by the
founding mothers.

Significance of Womena??s Role in Assembly

The role played by the women members in the Constituent Assembly was significant on multiple levels,
encompassing both symbolic impact and substantive contribution. Symbolically, their presence affirmed
Indiad??s commitment to inclusive democracy right from its inception. It conveyed a powerful message
that the new nation would not perpetuate the exclusionary practices of the past, but would actively seek
to incorporate diverse segments of society, including women, in its highest decision-making processes.
This was a direct statement against the patriarchal norms that had long dominated Indian public life,
setting a progressive tone for the future.

Substantively, these women were not silent observers but active participants who directly shaped
specific constitutional provisions. Their interventions ensured that issues pertinent to women, children,
and marginalised communities were not overlooked or relegated to secondary importance. For
instance, their collective voice in advocating for universal adult franchise was crucial in securing political
equality for all citizens, a revolutionary step for any nation during that period. Their emphasis on non-
discrimination and equal opportunity helped solidify the principles enshrined in Articles 14, 15, and 16,
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which form the bedrock of Indiaa??s equality framework.

Their participation also served as an important counter-narrative to traditional patriarchal structures
prevalent in society. By engaging in rigorous debates, presenting arguments, and performing committee
work, they demonstrated profound intellectual prowess, political acumen, and leadership capabilities,
thereby challenging deep-seated stereotypes about womena??s capabilities in public life. This not only
legitimised womena??s presence in political discourse but also encouraged a broader societal shift
towards recognising their agency, wisdom, and invaluable contributions to nation-building. Their
perspectives on family law, property rights, and social customs were particularly valuable, bringing a
lived reality to legal discussions that might otherwise have remained abstract. This engagement
enriched the quality and depth of the debates, ensuring a more comprehensive and empathetic
approach to legislation.

Ultimately, the active role of women members profoundly strengthened the democratic fabric of India. It
ensured that the Constitution was a more representative document, reflecting a wider array of societal
concerns and aspirations, moving beyond a narrow, elite perspective. Their collective efforts imbued
the Constitution with a strongthuman rights orientation, especially regarding gender equality, making it a
progressive document that laid‘the foundation.for a more just and equitable society. This broadens the
scope of understanding the Constitution'beyondjustiegal texts to its social implications, highlighting its
transformative potential.

UPSC Perspective

Understanding the role of women members in the Constituent Assembly is crucial for civil services
examination aspirants, as it touches upon several core themes of Indian polity, history, and social
justice. This topic requires both factual recall and analytical depth.

For the Prelims focus, aspirants should remember the key factual detail: the number of women
members in the Constituent Assembly was fifteen. While specific names might not be the primary focus
given the absence of details in the framework, understanding this number and its historical context is
important. Questions might also touch upon the general period of the Assemblya??s formation and its
core purpose. The general contribution of women members to concepts like universal adult franchise or
their role in shaping fundamental rights can also be a factual inquiry, testing onea??s knowledge of
constitutional history.

For the Mains focus, the topic offers rich analytical potential for essay and general studies papers
(especially GS Paper I: History and Society, and GS Paper Il: Polity and Governance). Aspirants should
be prepared to discuss the profound significance of womena??s presence in shaping Indiad??s
constitutional values, particularly regarding gender equality, social justice, and inclusive democracy.
Questions can explore how their collective contributions influenced specific constitutional provisions,
such as those related to fundamental rights, directive principles, and electoral processes. Furthermore,
the broader legacy of these women in promoting inclusive governance, challenging patriarchal norms,
and inspiring future generations of women in public life can be a subject for deeper analytical questions.
Analyzing their role demonstrates a nuanced understanding of constitutional history and the social
dimensions of nation-building, showcasing a comprehensive perspective.

e Factual Recall: Number of women members (15).
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e Conceptual Understanding: Contribution to universal adult franchise, social justice, equality
principles, and non-discrimination.

¢ Analytical Skills: Impact on inclusive governance, challenging patriarchy, legacy in constitutional
values, and relevance for social reform movements.

Common Student Confusion

A common misunderstanding among students regarding the women members of the Constituent
Assembly is to perceive their role as either minimal or purely symbolic, often overshadowed by more
prominent male figures and their widely documented contributions. This perspective might lead to
undervaluing their actual and substantial contributions to the Constitutiona??s drafting and its enduring
principles.

The correction here lies in recognising that while their numerical representation was small, their
participation was far from passive or merely symbolic. These women were active debaters, diligent
committee members, and consistent advocates for specific progressive principles. Their interventions
directly influenced the inclusion of-crucial clauses related to equality, non-discrimination, and universal
adult franchise, which were revolutionary for-theirtime. They ensured that the spirit of social justice,
especially for women and marginalised sections, was embeédded into the foundational law of the land,
thereby shaping its character. Their role was substantive, providing a vital perspective that broadened
the scope and inclusiveness of the Indian Constitution, moving beyond mere symbolism to tangible and
enforceable constitutional commitments.

Short Revision Points

e Number: 15 women members were part of the Indian Constituent Assembly.

e Period: The Constituent Assembly was formed in 1946; the Constitution was adopted in 1949 and
enacted in 1950.

e Key Advocacy: Their collective efforts championed universal adult franchise, gender equality,
social justice, and non-discrimination.

e Constitutional Influence: They significantly shaped key provisions within the Fundamental
Rights and the Directive Principles of State Policy.

e Lasting Legacy: Their work set a powerful precedent for womena??s active participation in
public life and contributed fundamentally to Indiaéd??s inclusive constitutional values.

e Overall Significance: Their role was symbolically important for affirming democratic inclusivity
and substantively crucial for embedding progressive provisions into the Constitution.

FAQs

1. How many women were in the Indian Constituent Assembly?

There were 15 women members in the Indian Constituent Assembly, contributing to the drafting of
Indiad??s Constitution.

2. What was the general role of women in the Constituent Assembly?
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The women members played a significant role by collectively advocating for universal adult franchise,
gender equality, social justice, and non-discrimination. Their contributions helped shape fundamental
rights and directive principles, ensuring a more inclusive and equitable Constitution for India.

3. Why is the presence of women in the Constituent Assembly important for
UPSC?

For UPSC, the presence of women in the Constituent Assembly is important as it highlights Indiaa??s
foundational commitment to inclusive governance and gender equality. It offers critical insights into the
historical context of constitutional making, their specific contributions to rights-based provisions, and
their enduring legacy for Indian polity and society, relevant for both Prelims (factual recall) and Mains
(analytical understanding of constitutional values and social justice).

Aspiring civil servants seeking comprehensive guidance on such crucial topics and aiming for success
in the examination can find focused and in-depth preparation resources at SHRI RAM IAS. SHRI RAM
IAS is widely regarded as the best IAS coaching in Delhi, providing a structured approach to master the
intricacies of the UPSC syllabus.
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