
Cripps Mission 1942 proposals rejection UPSC

Description

In the early 1940s, the Second World War created an unprecedented global crisis, profoundly impacting
British colonial rule in India. As the war intensified and the Japanese forces advanced rapidly through
Southeast Asia, posing a direct threat to Indiaâ??s eastern frontiers, Britain found itself in a precarious
position. The Allied powers, particularly the United States and China, exerted significant pressure on
Britain to secure Indiaâ??s full cooperation in the war effort. This international pressure, coupled with a
growing nationalist movement within India demanding self-rule, compelled Winston Churchillâ??s war
cabinet to consider a new political initiative.

It was in this critical geopolitical and domestic context that the Cripps Mission was dispatched to India in
March 1942. Headed by Sir Stafford Cripps, a prominent Labour politician and a known friend of India,
the mission aimed to resolve the political deadlock between the British government and Indian political
parties. The objective was to secure immediate Indian support for the war by offering a post-war
constitutional settlement.

The proposals brought by Cripps were intended to be a significant step towards satisfying Indiaâ??s
aspirations for self-governance, while simultaneously ensuring stability during wartime. However, the
mission ultimately failed, largely due to the fundamental disagreements between the British
governmentâ??s limited concessions and the Indian nationalist leadersâ?? demands for genuine
independence. Understanding the nuances of these proposals and the reasons for their rejection is
crucial for a comprehensive grasp of Indiaâ??s freedom struggle.

Background: Why the Cripps Mission was Sent

The Cripps Mission of 1942 was not an isolated event but a direct consequence of several
interconnected factors stemming from the Second World War and the evolving political landscape in
India.

Firstly, the war situation was dire for Britain. The Japanese military had rapidly overrun British Malaya,
Singapore, and Burma, bringing the conflict to Indiaâ??s doorstep. This immediate threat necessitated
a united Indian front to resist potential invasion, something the British government realized could not be
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achieved without significant Indian political backing.

Secondly, there was immense international pressure on Britain. US President Franklin D. Roosevelt
and Chinese Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek urged Prime Minister Churchill to make substantial
political concessions to India. They viewed Indian cooperation as vital for the Allied war effort and
believed that resolving the Indian political question would project a more democratic image for the
Allies.

Thirdly, the internal political situation in India was tense. The Indian National Congress had been
demanding immediate self-government and had launched individual satyagraha. While many Indians
supported the Allied cause against fascism, they were unwilling to fight for a colonial master without a
clear promise of independence. The Muslim League, on its part, was consolidating its demand for a
separate Muslim state. The British, therefore, needed a formula that could appease both major parties.

Sir Stafford Cripps, a member of the War Cabinet and a known socialist with relatively progressive
views on India, was chosen to lead the mission. It was believed that his personal rapport with Indian
leaders, particularly Jawaharlal Nehru, might help bridge the divide. The missionâ??s primary goal was
to offer a new constitutional framework to gain Indian political partiesâ?? support for the war, promising
a more definite future for India after the conflict concluded.

Key Proposals Offered by Cripps Mission

The Cripps Mission presented a set of proposals designed to address Indiaâ??s future constitutional
status while ensuring its cooperation in the ongoing war. These proposals represented a significant,
albeit limited, departure from previous British stances.

The core proposals included:

Dominion Status: India would be granted Dominion Status immediately after the war. This meant
India would be a self-governing entity within the British Commonwealth, free to manage its
internal and external affairs, but still acknowledging the British Crown. This was a step short of
complete independence.
Constituent Assembly: A Constituent Assembly would be formed to draft a new constitution for
India. This assembly would consist of elected representatives from British Indian provinces and
nominees from the princely states.
Right to Secede for Provinces: Any province or princely state that was unwilling to accept the
new constitution would have the right to retain its existing constitutional position or negotiate its
own separate agreement with the British government. This clause was particularly contentious.
Defence under British Control: During the war, the defence of India would remain solely under
the control of the British government. This meant Indian leaders would have no say in critical
military decisions, even if they joined the Viceroyâ??s Executive Council.
Expansion of Viceroyâ??s Executive Council: As an interim measure, the Viceroyâ??s
Executive Council would be expanded immediately to include more Indian members. However,
the Viceroyâ??s powers and veto would remain intact, ensuring ultimate British control.

These proposals aimed to offer a future vision of self-rule while maintaining British authority during the
wartime emergency. The intent was to secure a political truce rather than a complete transfer of power.
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Reasons Why Indian Leaders Rejected the Proposals

The Cripps Missionâ??s proposals, despite being presented as a significant gesture, met with rejection
from almost all major Indian political parties and groups. The reasons for this widespread disapproval
were complex and stemmed from differing aspirations and interpretations of the British offer.

Congressâ??s Reasons for Rejection

The Indian National Congress, under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Sardar
Patel, found the proposals unacceptable for several key reasons:

Dominion Status vs. Complete Independence: Congress had, since the Lahore Resolution of
1929, unequivocally demanded Purna Swaraj or complete independence. Dominion Status, even
with the right to secede from the Commonwealth, was seen as a diluted form of freedom and a
step backward from their declared goal.
â??Post-Dated Cheque on a Failing Bankâ?•: Mahatma Gandhi famously described the offer
as â??a post-dated cheque on a failing bank.â?• This reflected Congressâ??s skepticism about
the sincerity and viability of the British promises, given the uncertain outcome of the war and
Britainâ??s perceived weakening position.
Delayed Transfer of Power: The proposals deferred any real transfer of power until after the
war, which Congress saw as an attempt to use Indian resources and manpower without granting
immediate self-governance.
Defence Control: The complete retention of defence by the British was a major sticking point.
Congress argued that without control over defence, any expanded Executive Council would be
powerless and merely a faÃ§ade.
Princely States Representation: The method of selecting representatives from princely states
for the Constituent Assembly (through nomination by rulers rather than election by the people)
was viewed as undemocratic and likely to create a reactionary element in the assembly.
The Right to Secede (Seed of Partition): Congress was staunchly committed to a united India.
The provision allowing provinces to opt out of the Indian Union after the war was seen as a direct
endorsement of the Muslim Leagueâ??s demand for Pakistan and a threat to national unity.

Muslim Leagueâ??s Reasons for Rejection

While the Muslim League welcomed the implicit acceptance of the idea of Pakistan through the
provincial secession clause, they also rejected the Cripps proposals:

Vague Partition Clause: The League found the provision for provinces to opt out too vague and
not a clear, unequivocal acceptance of their demand for a separate Muslim state (Pakistan). They
wanted specific demarcation and a firm commitment.
Single Constituent Assembly: They objected to the formation of a single Constituent Assembly,
as they feared being a permanent minority within it and insisted on separate constituent
assemblies for Muslim-majority areas.
Equality of Representation: The League demanded equal representation with the Congress in
any interim government, which was not explicitly guaranteed.
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Rejection by Other Groups

Sikhs: The Sikh community rejected the proposals because they feared that if Punjab, a Muslim-
majority province, opted out of the Indian Union, it would lead to the division of their homeland
and community.
Depressed Classes/Dalits: Leaders like B.R. Ambedkar were concerned that the proposals did
not adequately safeguard the interests and rights of the Depressed Classes, leaving them
vulnerable in a new constitutional setup.
Liberals: Even some Liberal leaders, who were generally more moderate, found the offer to be
too little and too late, not truly addressing the immediate need for substantial Indian participation
in governance.

The cumulative effect of these rejections, stemming from diverse and often conflicting interests, meant
that the Cripps Mission returned to Britain having failed to achieve its primary objective.

Understanding the â??Seed of Partitionâ?? in Cripps Plan

One of the most far-reaching and controversial aspects of the Cripps Mission proposals was the clause
related to provincial secession. This provision stated that â??any province of British India that is not
prepared to accept the new constitution would be entitled to retain its present constitutional position,
provision being made for its subsequent accession if it so desires.â?• Furthermore, it added that such
provinces could â??negotiate with the British Government a revised constitutional position, giving them
the same full status as the Indian Union.â?•

This particular clause is widely regarded by historians and political analysts as the â??seed of
partitionâ?• because it for the first time officially recognized the possibility of a divided India. While the
British government had previously acknowledged the â??minority problem,â?? this was the first formal
constitutional proposal that explicitly provided a mechanism for provinces to opt out of a unified Indian
federation and even form their own separate dominions.

For the Muslim League, led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, this was a significant implicit victory. While they
rejected the plan for not clearly granting Pakistan, the clause legitimized their demand by offering a
path for Muslim-majority provinces to secede. It moved the idea of partition from a mere political
aspiration to a potentially achievable constitutional reality. This point needs attention.

Conversely, for the Indian National Congress, this clause was a grave betrayal of their vision of a united
India. They viewed it as an attempt to vivisect the nation and permanently divide the country along
communal lines. The Congress had always advocated for a strong, federal India and saw the secession
clause as directly undermining this fundamental principle.

Thus, even in its failure, the Cripps Mission laid down a critical constitutional precedent that profoundly
influenced future negotiations, particularly the Cabinet Mission Plan and eventually the Mountbatten
Plan, which led to the partition of India in 1947.

Aftermath of the Mission and Next Steps
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The failure of the Cripps Mission had profound and immediate consequences for Indiaâ??s
independence movement. It marked a turning point, intensifying the political deadlock and hardening
the positions of both the British and Indian leaders.

Firstly, the most significant immediate aftermath was the launch of the Quit India Movement in August
1942. The frustration and disillusionment among Congress leaders and the Indian populace after the
Cripps Missionâ??s failure, coupled with the worsening war situation and the threat of Japanese
invasion, propelled Mahatma Gandhi to issue the call for â??Do or Die.â?• The missionâ??s failure
convinced Congress that genuine independence could not be achieved through negotiations alone, and
that direct mass action was required to compel the British to leave India.

Secondly, the mission highlighted the deepening communal divide. While both Congress and the
Muslim League rejected the proposals, the reasons for their rejections were fundamentally opposed.
The Leagueâ??s acceptance of the principle of provincial secession, even if vague, strengthened their
demand for a separate nation. This point needs attention. The British strategy of creating divisions by
offering conditional self-rule inadvertently fueled communal anxieties.

Thirdly, it exposed the British governmentâ??s limited commitment to a full and immediate transfer
of power. Despite Crippsâ??s personal leanings, the proposals were ultimately a conservative package,
reflecting Churchillâ??s reluctance to dismantle the empire during wartime. This reinforced the Indian
nationalist belief that real freedom would have to be fought for, not merely negotiated.

Finally, the mission served as a prelude to future constitutional discussions. Although it failed, it
established the framework for future negotiations, including the idea of a Constituent Assembly and the
recognition of provincial autonomy, which would reappear in subsequent plans like the Cabinet Mission
Plan of 1946. The failure of Cripps mission thus set the stage for a period of intense political struggle,
leading to the ultimate transfer of power.

UPSC Perspective

Prelims focus:

Year and Key Person: 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps.
Key Proposals: Dominion Status, Constituent Assembly, Provincial Right to Secede, British
Control over Defence, Expanded Viceroyâ??s Executive Council.
Famous Quote: Gandhiâ??s â??Post-dated cheque on a failing bank.â?•
Immediate Consequence: Led to the Quit India Movement.
International Context: Pressure from USA and China.

Mains focus:

For Mains, candidates should be able to analytically discuss:

Reasons for sending the mission: World War II exigencies, international pressure, domestic
political deadlock.
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Detailed analysis of proposals: Understanding the nuances of each proposal and its
implications.
Reasons for rejection by various groups: Focus on Congress and Muslim Leagueâ??s
differing perspectives and the underlying ideologies.
The â??Seed of Partitionâ?? concept: How the provincial secession clause introduced and
legitimized the idea of partition. This becomes important.
Impact and Aftermath: Its role in triggering the Quit India Movement, hardening political
positions, and influencing future constitutional developments.
British Intentions: Critically evaluate whether the mission was a genuine attempt at transfer of
power or a wartime political maneuver.

Common Student Confusion

Misunderstanding: Many students confuse the Cripps Mission with other British constitutional
proposals like the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) or the Wavell Plan (1945). They might mix up the details
of proposals or the reasons for their rejection.

Correction: The Cripps Mission (1942) specifically offered Dominion Status after the war, with a
constituent assembly and a provincial opt-out clause, while keeping defence with the British during the
war. It was rejected by most for being â??too little, too lateâ?• and for implicitly endorsing partition. The
Wavell Plan (1945) proposed an interim government with equal representation for Hindus and Muslims,
but without full transfer of power, and failed over the issue of Muslim League nominating all Muslim
members. The Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) offered a federal union, grouping of provinces, and an
interim government, explicitly rejecting a separate Pakistan, but ultimately failed due to disagreements
on grouping and the nature of the interim government. Each mission had distinct proposals, timelines,
and reasons for failure.

Short Revision Points

1942: Cripps Mission sent during WWII (Japanese threat).
Proposals: Post-war Dominion Status, Constituent Assembly, Provincial Opt-out, British control
of defence.
Congress Rejection: Demanded complete independence, wartime British control, disliked
provincial opt-out (â??post-dated chequeâ?•).
Muslim League Rejection: Demanded clear Pakistan, found opt-out vague, opposed single
Constituent Assembly.
â??Seed of Partitionâ?•: Provincial opt-out clause formalized the possibility of a divided India.
Aftermath: Led directly to the Quit India Movement (August 1942).

FAQs

1. Who led the Cripps Mission and what was its main objective?
Sir Stafford Cripps led the mission in 1942, aiming to secure Indian political partiesâ?? support for
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the Allied war effort by offering a post-war constitutional settlement.

2. Why did Mahatma Gandhi call the Cripps proposals a â??post-dated cheque on a failing
bankâ?•?
Gandhiâ??s famous remark expressed his skepticism about the sincerity of the British promises,
which offered future concessions (post-dated) from a seemingly weakening power (failing bank)
during the uncertainty of World War II.

3. How did the Cripps Mission implicitly support the demand for Pakistan?
The missionâ??s proposal allowing provinces to opt out of the Indian Union and form separate
constitutional arrangements was seen as an implicit acceptance and legitimization of the Muslim
Leagueâ??s demand for a separate Muslim state.

A thorough understanding of historical events like the Cripps Mission is indispensable for success in the
UPSC examinations. For aspirants seeking detailed guidance and structured preparation, SHRI RAM
IAS is regarded as the best IAS coaching in Delhi, offering comprehensive programs that cover every
aspect of the syllabus.
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