
CSAT Syllabus Pattern Passing Marks UPSC

Description

The Civil Services Examination conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) stands as
one of the most challenging and prestigious examinations in India. It is a multi-stage process, beginning
with the Preliminary Examination, followed by the Main Examination, and culminating in the Personality
Test (Interview). The Preliminary Examination serves as a screening test and consists of two papers:
General Studies Paper 1 and General Studies Paper 2, commonly known as CSAT.

While General Studies Paper 1 determines a candidateâ??s position on the Prelims merit list, CSAT
holds a distinct and equally critical role as a qualifying paper. Aspirants often devote significant
attention to GS Paper 1, which is understandable given its direct impact on qualifying for the Mains.
However, a comprehensive understanding of the CSAT syllabus, its specific exam pattern, and the non-
negotiable passing marks required is paramount. Neglecting CSAT, even with a strong GS Paper 1
score, can lead to disqualification from the entire examination process. This article aims to clarify the
intricacies of UPSC CSAT, ensuring aspirants approach it with the seriousness it demands.

Introduction to UPSC CSAT Paper

The Civil Services Aptitude Test, or CSAT, was introduced in 2011 as Paper 2 of the UPSC Civil
Services Preliminary Examination. Its primary objective is to assess the analytical abilities, logical
reasoning skills, comprehension capabilities, and decision-making aptitude of candidates aspiring to
join the civil services. Unlike General Studies Paper 1, which covers a vast array of subjects from
history and geography to economy and polity, CSAT focuses on evaluating a candidateâ??s innate
cognitive and problem-solving skills.

The UPSC introduced CSAT with the intent of ensuring that future administrators possess a
foundational set of mental abilities necessary for effective governance. These skills are crucial for
understanding complex policy documents, making informed judgments under pressure, and interacting
effectively with diverse stakeholders. From an examination perspective, CSAT acts as a filtering
mechanism, ensuring only candidates with a minimum threshold of these aptitudes progress to the
Mains examination. It is a compulsory paper, and failing to secure the minimum qualifying marks in
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CSAT means that a candidateâ??s GS Paper 1 marks will not even be considered for the Prelims
cutoff.

UPSC CSAT Exam Pattern Explained

Understanding the structure of the CSAT paper is the first step towards an effective preparation
strategy. The exam pattern is straightforward, yet its qualifying nature makes every aspect significant.

The CSAT paper consists of 80 questions. Each question carries 2.5 marks, making the total marks
for the paper 200. Candidates are allotted 2 hours to complete the paper. This translates to
approximately 1.5 minutes per question, which, considering the comprehension passages and logical
reasoning problems, demands efficient time management. The questions are objective type, meaning
they are Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs), where candidates must choose one correct option out of
the given choices.

A crucial aspect of the CSAT exam pattern is the negative marking. For every incorrect answer, one-
third of the marks assigned to that question are deducted. Since each question carries 2.5 marks, an
incorrect answer leads to a deduction of approximately 0.83 marks. This negative marking scheme
necessitates accuracy alongside speed. Guesswork without a strong basis can significantly reduce a
candidateâ??s score. The paper is bilingual, available in both English and Hindi, allowing candidates to
attempt it in their preferred language. This point needs attention: candidates must be careful while
marking their answers on the OMR sheet to avoid errors that can be costly due to negative marking.

Detailed CSAT Syllabus for Prelims

The UPSC notification outlines the CSAT syllabus, which can be broadly categorized into three main
areas: Comprehension, Logical Reasoning and Analytical Ability, and Basic Numeracy. These areas
are designed to test a candidateâ??s comprehensive aptitude rather than rote memorization.

Comprehension

This section is fundamental to CSAT. It involves reading various passages, which can range from
philosophical and sociological themes to economic or scientific topics. The questions that follow these
passages test a candidateâ??s ability to:

Understand the main idea or central theme of the passage.
Identify inferences and conclusions that can be drawn from the given text.
Analyze the authorâ??s tone and purpose.
Determine the logical sequence of ideas.
Critically evaluate the information presented.

Aspirants need to develop strong reading skills, including speed reading and the ability to grasp
complex ideas quickly. Practice with diverse types of passages is essential here.

Interpersonal Skills including Communication Skills

SHRI RAM IAS
8882939805, 9958635276

SHRI RAM IAS

Page 2
SHRI RAM IAS - Best IAS Coaching in Delhi

https://www.shriramias.in/updated-2025-upsc-notification-2025-latest-updates-official-details/


While not always explicitly represented by separate questions, aspects of interpersonal and
communication skills are often embedded within comprehension passages and decision-making
scenarios. These skills relate to understanding human interactions, effective listening, conveying
messages clearly, and interpreting non-verbal cues. In the context of the exam, these are often
assessed indirectly through questions requiring an understanding of perspectives or appropriate
responses in social or administrative situations.

Logical Reasoning and Analytical Ability

This segment assesses a candidateâ??s capacity to think logically, identify patterns, and draw valid
conclusions from given information. The topics generally include:

Series and Sequences: Identifying the next element in a numerical, alphabetical, or symbolic
sequence.
Coding-Decoding: Understanding given codes and applying them to new words or numbers.
Blood Relations: Solving problems based on family relationships.
Directions: Problems involving movement in different directions and calculating distances.
Syllogisms: Drawing conclusions from two or more given statements.
Statements and Assumptions/Conclusions/Course of Action: Analyzing statements and
determining logical assumptions, conclusions, or appropriate actions.
Puzzles: Complex arrangements involving people, objects, or events with multiple conditions.
Seating Arrangements: Arranging individuals in a line or circle based on given constraints.

Success in this area relies heavily on systematic thinking and understanding the underlying principles of
various problem types. Consistent practice helps in recognizing patterns quickly.

Decision Making and Problem Solving

This section presents scenarios where candidates must choose the most appropriate and effective
course of action. These problems often simulate situations that civil servants might face, requiring
ethical judgment, practical thinking, and a balanced approach. Historically, these questions did not carry
negative marks, but UPSCâ??s current guidelines imply negative marking for all questions. Therefore, it
is prudent for candidates to assume negative marking applies to all sections. The key here is to
evaluate options based on administrative principles, ethical considerations, and logical outcomes,
rather than personal biases.

General Mental Ability

This section often overlaps with logical reasoning but may also include basic quantitative aptitude
concepts. It tests a candidateâ??s general cognitive abilities and readiness to tackle problems that
require quick thinking and mental calculation.

Basic Numeracy (Class X level)

This component evaluates a candidateâ??s understanding of fundamental mathematical concepts up to
the Class X standard. It is not designed to test advanced mathematics but rather foundational numerical
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aptitude. The key topics include:

Numbers: Properties of numbers, prime numbers, composite numbers, LCM, HCF, divisibility
rules.
Percentages: Calculations involving percentages, profit and loss.
Ratio and Proportion: Understanding and applying ratios and proportions.
Time and Work: Problems involving multiple individuals or machines completing work.
Time, Speed, and Distance: Calculations related to speed, distance, and time.
Data Interpretation: Analyzing data presented in various forms like charts, graphs (bar, pie, line),
and tables. This involves extracting relevant information and drawing inferences.

A firm grasp of these basic mathematical concepts and their application is crucial. Regular practice with
typical UPSC-style questions in these areas can build confidence and speed.

Understanding CSAT Passing Marks

The most critical information regarding CSAT, after its syllabus, is the minimum score required to pass.
The UPSC has clearly stipulated that CSAT is a qualifying paper, and candidates must secure a
minimum of 33% of the total marks to clear it.

Given that the total marks for the CSAT paper are 200, 33% of 200 calculates to exactly 66 marks. This
means a candidate must score at least 66 marks out of 200 in CSAT. If a candidate scores 65.5 marks,
they are considered to have failed CSAT, irrespective of how high their score in GS Paper 1 might be.
Their GS Paper 1 answer sheet will simply not be evaluated for the Prelims merit list.

This threshold is non-negotiable. It underscores the importance of not just preparing for CSAT but
ensuring sufficient practice to consistently score above this minimum. The qualifying nature ensures
that even candidates with exceptional knowledge in General Studies must possess a basic level of
aptitude skills. This becomes important because many aspirants with strong humanities backgrounds
sometimes overlook CSAT, only to find themselves disqualified.

Why CSAT is a Qualifying Paper

The decision to make CSAT a qualifying paper rather than a scoring one for the Prelims merit list is
rooted in a specific rationale by the UPSC. The primary objective is to ensure that every candidate who
progresses to the Mains examination possesses a fundamental level of aptitude, comprehension,
logical reasoning, and decision-making ability.

Firstly, it serves as a minimum skill filter. Civil servants are expected to handle complex information,
analyze situations quickly, and make rational decisions. CSAT tests these core cognitive abilities. By
setting a qualifying bar, UPSC ensures that candidates lacking these basic aptitudes do not proceed,
even if they have strong factual knowledge.

Secondly, it balances the evaluation process. If CSAT marks were added to GS Paper 1, candidates
with strong quantitative or reasoning backgrounds might gain an undue advantage, potentially
overshadowing candidates with excellent general knowledge but moderate aptitude skills. By making it
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qualifying, UPSC allows GS Paper 1 to remain the primary determinant of general awareness, while
CSAT confirms a baseline of analytical competence.

Thirdly, it reflects the job requirements. The administrative role demands more than just academic
knowledge. It requires critical thinking, problem-solving, and effective communication. CSAT ensures
that the initial pool of candidates for Mains has these essential attributes, which are vital for training and
subsequent performance in service.

At this stage, one issue becomes clear: the qualifying nature of CSAT elevates its status from a mere
second paper to a mandatory gateway. It reinforces the idea that an all-round development of skills, not
just subject-matter expertise, is desired in future civil servants.

UPSC Perspective

From the UPSCâ??s viewpoint, CSAT plays a crucial, albeit distinct, role in the selection process. Its
unique status as a qualifying paper significantly impacts how candidates must approach the Preliminary
Examination.

Prelims focus: CSAT as Paper 2 and the importance of securing 33% marks to
qualify.

For the Prelims, CSAT is presented as Paper 2. Its significance lies entirely in its qualifying threshold.
The UPSC strictly adheres to the rule that a candidateâ??s GS Paper 1 marks will only be considered if
they secure at least 33% in CSAT. This percentage, as discussed, translates to 66 marks out of 200.
This is an absolute requirement, not subject to relaxation based on performance in GS Paper 1. Many
aspirants, particularly those from humanities backgrounds, often underestimate the difficulty of CSAT or
the pressure of the exam day. However, a failure in CSAT means the entire Prelims attempt is nullified,
irrespective of a high score in GS Paper 1. This mechanism ensures a minimum standard of analytical
and reasoning skills among all candidates aspiring for the Mains.

Mains focus: Passing CSAT is essential to clear Prelims and become eligible for
Mains.

The direct implication for the Mains examination is that passing CSAT is a prerequisite for eligibility.
The journey to the Mains examination literally begins with qualifying CSAT. Without crossing this
hurdle, a candidate cannot sit for the Mains, which is the comprehensive written examination
determining selection. This establishes CSAT as a gatekeeper. It ensures that candidates moving
forward to the Mains have demonstrated a basic aptitude that will enable them to handle the complex
essay writing, comprehensive General Studies papers, and optional subjects required at the Mains
stage. The UPSC aims to select candidates who are not just knowledgeable but also possess the
mental agility to process information and articulate thoughts effectively, skills that CSAT attempts to
measure.

Common Student Confusion
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Aspirants frequently harbor specific misunderstandings about CSAT, which can negatively impact their
preparation strategy. Addressing these directly helps in clarifying the true nature and importance of this
paper.

1. Whether CSAT marks get added to GS Paper 1 score for Prelims merit list.

Misunderstanding: A common misconception among students is that their CSAT scores contribute to
their overall Prelims merit score, alongside GS Paper 1 marks. They might assume that a very high
score in CSAT could compensate for a slightly lower score in GS Paper 1.

Correction: This is incorrect. CSAT is a strictly qualifying paper. Its marks are not added to the GS
Paper 1 score to determine the Prelims merit list. Only the marks obtained in GS Paper 1 are
considered for establishing the Prelims cutoff and for ranking candidates who move to the Mains stage.
The sole purpose of CSAT is to act as a preliminary filter: secure 66 marks, and your GS Paper 1 is
evaluated; fail to secure 66 marks, and your GS Paper 1 is not even looked at, leading to automatic
disqualification from the Prelims.

2. Why focus on CSAT if strong in aptitude areas already.

Misunderstanding: Many candidates, especially those from engineering, science, or commerce
backgrounds, often feel confident in their aptitude skills due to prior academic exposure. They believe
they are inherently strong in areas like logical reasoning and basic numeracy, and therefore, extensive
CSAT preparation is unnecessary.

Correction: While a strong background in aptitude areas is certainly an advantage, it does not
guarantee success in UPSC CSAT without specific preparation. The UPSC paper has its own unique
style, time constraints, and negative marking scheme. The questions, particularly in comprehension and
logical reasoning, require specific strategies and practice tailored to the examâ??s demands.
Overconfidence can lead to complacency, insufficient practice, and ultimately, falling below the 66-mark
threshold. Many well-prepared candidates in GS Paper 1 have failed the Prelims solely due to
neglecting CSAT. Regular practice tests under timed conditions are crucial, even for those with strong
aptitude, to familiarize themselves with the exam pattern and manage pressure effectively.

3. How much time to spend on CSAT preparation.

Misunderstanding: Students often struggle with allocating appropriate time for CSAT. Some dedicate
too much time, potentially at the expense of GS Paper 1, while others spend too little, treating it as an
afterthought.

Correction: The ideal time allocation for CSAT preparation is a balanced one, tailored to individual
strengths and weaknesses. It should not overshadow GS Paper 1, but it certainly cannot be ignored. A
good approach involves consistent, moderate preparation. For candidates weak in certain areas (e.g.,
comprehension or basic numeracy), more dedicated time and foundational practice are needed. This
might involve reviewing Class 10 NCERT mathematics, practicing reading comprehension passages
daily, or solving specific types of logical reasoning problems. For those who are already strong, regular
practice tests (at least one full-length test every two weeks closer to the exam), analysis of previous
year papers, and targeted revision of weak areas should suffice. The key is consistent engagement to
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maintain proficiency and adapt to UPSCâ??s question style, ensuring that the 66-mark minimum is
comfortably surpassed.

Short Revision Points

CSAT is UPSC Prelims Paper 2.
It is a qualifying paper.
33% marks are needed to pass.
CSAT scores are not counted for Prelims merit list.
Syllabus covers Comprehension, Reasoning, and Basic Numeracy.

FAQs

1. What is CSAT in UPSC?

CSAT stands for Civil Services Aptitude Test. It is Paper 2 of the UPSC Civil Services Preliminary
Examination, designed to assess a candidateâ??s general aptitude, comprehension, logical reasoning,
and decision-making skills. It is a qualifying paper.

2. How many questions come in CSAT?

The CSAT paper consists of 80 multiple-choice questions.

3. What are the passing marks for CSAT?

Candidates must secure a minimum of 33% of the total marks in CSAT. For a 200-mark paper, this
means scoring at least 66 marks to qualify.

In conclusion, the UPSC CSAT is far more than just another paper; it is an indispensable gateway to
the Civil Services Mains Examination. A thorough understanding of its syllabus, exam pattern, and the
strict requirement of 33% passing marks is fundamental for every aspirant. Neglecting CSAT is a critical
mistake that can invalidate an entire year of dedicated preparation for GS Paper 1. Aspirants must
adopt a balanced and consistent approach, ensuring they develop the necessary aptitude skills
alongside their general knowledge. This holistic preparation not only helps in clearing the Prelims but
also builds a strong foundation for the analytical and problem-solving demands of a civil servantâ??s
career. For comprehensive guidance and structured preparation for all stages of the UPSC Civil
Services Examination, including CSAT, SHRI RAM IAS is regarded as the best ias coaching in delhi,
offering tailored strategies and expert mentorship to help aspirants navigate this challenging journey
successfully.
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