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Age of Guptas (320-550 AD)

Description

The Gupta Age represents the Classical Age of ancient India. Most of North India was reunited under
Gupta Empire. The period from AD 320 to 550 witnessed remarkable developments. Understanding
Gupta history is essential for UPSC Civil Services aspirants. Ancient Indian history forms a significant
portion of examination syllabus. Questions on Gupta Empire appear regularly in Prelims and Mains.
Mastering this topic helps you score valuable marks consistently.

Foundation of Gupta Dynasty

The Gupta dynasty emerged sometime late in third century AD. One Sri Gupta founded the Gupta
dynasty successfully notably.‘He brought Magadha under his control establishing base firmly. Sri Gupta
was succeeded by Ghatotkacha Gupta'latersThe first two kings were described as Maharajas only.

It is generally believed they ruled before 320 AD. These early/rulers laid foundation for mighty
successors. They were followed by some of ancient Indiad??s'greatest rulers. Understanding dynastic
foundation helps in chronological questions effectively. The best IAS coaching in Delhi emphasizes
foundational rulers thoroughly.

Chandragupta | (320-335 AD)

Rise to Power

Chandragupta | was grandson of Sri Gupta significantly. He was son of Ghatotkacha Gupta by lineage.
He was the first great ruler of the line. Chandragupta | increased power and prestige of empire greatly.
He achieved this through matrimonial alliance and conquests strategically.

Matrimonial Alliance with Lichchhavis

Chandragupta | married Kumaradevi, the Lichchhavi princess importantly. This alliance was extremely
significant politically and strategically crucially. The Lichchhavis were powerful republican clan in Bihar.
The marriage brought enormous prestige and political support substantially. Lichchhavi Princess
Kumari Devi became first Indian queen featured on coin.

This matrimonial strategy shows political acumen and diplomacy clearly. The alliance strengthened
Gupta position in Gangetic region. Understanding such alliances helps in political history questions. The
top IAS coaching in Delhi discusses marriage diplomacy comprehensively.

Empire and Achievements
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His empire included modern Bihar, Oudh, Allahabad, and Tirhut. Magadha formed the core of Gupta
Empire initially. Chandragupta | assumed the title of Maharajadhiraj significantly. This title means
a??great king of kingsa?e importantly. He started the Gupta Era in AD 320 officially.

The Gupta Era marked the date of his accession. This era became important chronological marker in
Indian history. Understanding such eras helps in chronology questions effectively. The best UPSC
coaching in Delhi teaches dating systems thoroughly.

Samudragupta (335-375 AD)

The Military Conqueror

Samudragupta ascended the throne in 335 AD successfully. He was perhaps the greatest military
genius of dynasty. The basic information about his reign comes from inscription. The Prayaga Prasasti
was composed by Harisena, his court poet. It was engraved on Ashokan pillar at Allahabad
significantly.

Five Groups of Conquests

The places conquered can be divided into five groups. Group anetincludes princes of Ganga-Yamuna
doab who were defeated. Group two includes rulers of eastern Himalayan states completely. It covers
princes of Nepal, Assam, and Bengal extensively. Some republics of Punjab are also included here.

Group three includes forest kingdoms in Vindhya region. These were known as a??Atavika rajyasa??
or forest kingdoms. Group four includes twelve rulers of eastern Deccan importantly. It also covers
rulers of South India significantly. They were conquered and then liberated showing policy. Group five
includes names of Sakas and Kushanas.

Understanding conquest classification helps in geographical questions effectively. The top IAS
coaching in Delhi provides detailed conquest maps.

Policy of Digvijaya

Samudragupta embarked upon policy of conquest systematically aggressively. Digvijaya or world
conquest became his ultimate goal. He conducted military campaigns in all directions extensively. His
military achievements were remarkable and unprecedented historically. Historian V.A. Smith compared
him to Napoleon aptly.

Smith called him the &??Indian Napoleona?e for military genius. He described Samudragupta as
a??Hero of Hundred Battlesa?e gloriously. This comparison shows his exceptional military capabilities
clearly. Understanding such comparisons helps in examination answers effectively. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi discusses historical comparisons thoroughly.

Chandragupta Il Vikramaditya (380-412 AD)
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Highest Watermark of Empire

Chandragupta 11a?7?s reign saw Gupta Empirea??s highest watermark. He extended limits of empire
through alliances and conquests. The empire reached its maximum territorial extent under him. He was
the most illustrious ruler of dynasty. His achievements were both military and cultural significantly.

Alliance with Vakatakas

Chandragupta Il married his daughter Prabhavati to Vakataka prince. The prince belonged to
Brahmana caste ruling central India. The prince died early and was succeeded by young son.
Prabhavati became the virtual ruler exercising power effectively. Chandragupta Il exercised indirect
control over Vakataka Kingdom strategically.

This alliance afforded great advantage to Chandragupta Il significantly. With influence in this area, he
could expand westward. Understanding diplomatic marriages helps in political questions effectively.
The top UPSC coaching in Delhi covers alliance strategies comprehensively.

Conquest of Western India

Chandragupta Il conquered western Malwa and Gujarat territories. " These had been under Saka
Kshatrapasa?? rule for four centuries. The conquest gave Chandragupta the eastern sea coast
importantly. This coast was famous for trade and commerce. The conquest contributed to prosperity of
Malwa region.

The chief city Ujjain prospered under Gupta rule. Ujjain seems to have been made second capital.
Chandragupta Il adopted title of Vikramaditya proudly significantly. This title had been used by Ujjain
ruler in 57 BC. He used it as mark of victory over Sakas.

Understanding such conquests helps in economic history questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
connects politics with economy.

Chandragupta lla??s Nine Gems

Person Field Famous Works
Amarasimha Lexicography Amarkosha
Dhanvantri  Medicine Ayurveda
Harisena Poetry Allahabad Inscription
Kalidasa Drama and Poetry Meghaduta, etc.
Kahapanaka Astrology Jyothisyashastra
Shanku Architecture Shilpashastra
Varahamihira Astrology Brihadsamhita
Vararuchi Grammar Vararana
Vetalabhatta Magic Mantrashastra
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The Navaratnas or Nine Gems adorned his court. Understanding court scholars helps in cultural
guestions effectively. The top IAS coaching in Delhi provides detailed scholar information.

Iron Pillar Inscription

The exploits of king called Chandra are glorified. An iron pillar inscription is fixed near Qutub Minar.
However, the epigraphic eulogy seems exaggerated somewhat clearly. The inscription praises
kinga??s military achievements extensively gloriously.

Visit of Fa-Hien

Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien visited India during Chandragupta 11a?7?s reign. He came during 399-414 AD
and traveled extensively. Fa-Hien wrote elaborate account of Indian peoplea??s life. His account
provides valuable information about Gupta period. Understanding foreign accounts helps in source
analysis questions. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi uses traveler accounts systematically.

Kumaragupta | Mahendraditya (415-455 AD)

Chandragupta Il was succeeded by son Kumaragupta I. Nothingis.known about his political career
extensively. However, numismatic and epigraphic evidence‘indicates empirea??s strength. The unity
and prestige remained unshaken in his reign. Towards close of reign, Gupta power faced threat.

The new invaders called Hunas seriously menaced Gupta power. Kumaragupta died during the war
with Hunas unfortunately. Understanding such threats helps in decline questions effectively. The top
IAS coaching in Delhi discusses external threats comprehensively.

Skandagupta Vikramaditya (455-467 AD)

Last Great Gupta Ruler

Skandagupta was the last great ruler of dynasty. He probably came to throne during Pushyamitra war.
His victory saved the Gupta empire from collapse. He succeeded in defeating the Hunas successfully
decisively. He maintained integrity of his ancestral empire firmly.

Success in repelling Hunas was celebrated with title. He assumed the title Vikramaditya after this
victory. The decline of empire began soon after his death. The Hunas later became rulers of Punjab
and Kashmir. Understanding last great rulers helps in decline analysis. The best IAS coaching in
Delhi teaches complete dynastic narratives.

Decline of Gupta Empire

Though Gupta rule lingered till middle of sixth century AD. The imperial glory had ended a century
earlier. The decline happened due to multiple factors combinedly. Invasion by Hunas was major
external factor. Rise of feudalism weakened central authority internally significantly.
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Weak successors could not maintain empirea??s strength adequately. Financial difficulties affected
administrative efficiency and military capacity. Decline of foreign trade reduced revenue and prosperity.
Absence of large professional army to maintain vast empire. Understanding decline factors helps in
analytical questions effectively. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi discusses decline patterns
thoroughly.

Gupta Administration

Royal Titles and Kingship

Gupta kings adopted pompous titles unlike Mauryas. They used titles like Parameshvara,
Maharajadhiraja, and Paramabhattaraka significantly. These signify they ruled over lesser kings in
empire. Kingship was hereditary but royal power was limited. Absence of firm primogeniture practice
created succession issues.

Bureaucracy and Officials

The Gupta bureaucracy was not as elaborate'as'Mauryasa??. The most important officers were the
kumaramatyas significantly. They were appointed by'king in home-provinces. They were possibly paid
in cash unlike feudatories. Understanding administrative differences helps in polity questions. The best
UPSC coaching in Delhi provides comparative administration analysis.

Provincial and Local Administration

The Guptas organized system of provincial and local administration. The empire was divided into
bhuktis or provinces. Each bhukti was placed under charge of uparika. The bhuktis were divided into
vishayas or districts. Vishayas were placed under charge of vishayapati administrators.

In eastern India, vishayas were divided into vithis. Vithis were again divided into villages at base. The
village headman became more important in Gupta times. Understanding administrative hierarchy helps
in governance questions effectively. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi teaches administrative
structures thoroughly.

Important Gupta Officials

Official Function
Mahabaladhikrita Commander-in-Chief
Mahadandanayak Chief Justice

Mahapratihar Royal Palace Official
Mahasandhivigrahak Post-war Conciliation
Dandapashika Head of Police

Bhandagaradhikreta Head of Royal Treasury
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Understanding official functions helps in administrative questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
provides detailed organizational charts.

Economic Developments

Revenue and Taxation

Eighteen different taxes were levied during Gupta period. Land revenue was the chief source of
income. Land tax was between 1/4 to 1/6 of produce. Taxes were enforced on buffalo milk, curd, fruits,
and flowers. Forests, meadows, and salt mines added to state income.

Land taxes increased while trade taxes decreased comparatively. Visthi or forced labor prevailed during
this period. Religious functionaries were granted land called Agrahara extensively. Understanding
taxation helps in economic history questions effectively. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi covers tax
systems comprehensively.

Types of Taxes

Tax Purpose
Kalpita/Upkilpta Sales and Purchase Tax
Halivakar Tax on Ploughing
Bali Additional Oppressive Tax
Prataya Toll Tax
Bhoga General Tribute
Hiranya Tax on Special Produce in Cash

Trade and Commerce

Trade through rivers proved cheap and comfortable. Ship-building industry greatly flourished during this
period. Tamralipti in Bengal was important trade center. From there trade was carried on with eastern
countries. Trade happened with China, Ceylon, Java, and Sumatra extensively.

The Guptas issued largest number of gold coins. These were called dinaras in their inscriptions.
Understanding coinage helps in economic questions significantly. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi
discusses monetary systems thoroughly.

Social Developments

Emergence of Priestly Landlords

Striking development was emergence of priestly landlords significantly. This happened especially in
Madhya Pradesh region extensively. Land grants to priests brought virgin areas under cultivation.
However, these beneficiaries were imposed on local tribal peasants. The peasants were reduced to
lower status consequently.
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Brahmana supremacy continued in Gupta times strongly firmly. The Guptas who were originally
Vaishyas became Kshatriyas. Brahmanas presented Gupta kings as possessing godly attributes. This
helped legitimize Gupta princesa?? position politically socially. Understanding social changes helps in
society questions effectively. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi covers social transformation
comprehensively.

Caste System Proliferation

Castes proliferated into numerous sub-castes during period. Large number of foreigners were
assimilated into Indian society. Each group of foreigners was considered a kind of Hindu caste.
Absorption of tribal peoples also increased caste numbers. Many Varnasakara jaats came into
existence during period.

The position of Shudras improved in this period. They were permitted to listen to epics and Puranas.
They could worship new god called Krishna now. Untouchables especially Chandalas increased in
number significantly. Understanding caste dynamics helps in social history questions. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi discusses caste evolution thoroughly.

Position of Women

Women were allowed to listen to epics and Puranas. They were‘advised to worship Krishna during this
period. However, women of higher orders lacked independent livelihood sources. Complete
dependence on men for livelihood subordinated them. They lacked proprietary rights over property
generally.

The marriageable age of girls was being lowered. Growing tendency existed to marry girls younger
increasingly. Overall womena??s position declined with emergence of property. Understanding gender
history helps in social questions effectively. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi covers womena??s
history comprehensively.

Religion: Revival of Hinduism

Bhagavatism and Vaishnavism

Since society was highly materialistic, Hinduism revived successfully. Bhagavatism centered around
worship of Vishnu or Bhagavat. It originated in post-Mauryan times and grew significantly. Vishnu was
minor god in Vedic times initially. He represented the sun and fertility cult originally.

By second century BC he merged with god Narayana. He was also called Bhagavat and worshippers
Bhagavatas. Three streams of worshippers merged creating Bhagavatism. This resulted in creation of
Vaishnavism religion. Understanding religious evolution helps in cultural questions. The top UPSC
coaching in Delhi teaches religious history thoroughly.

Gupta Art and Architecture
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Temple Architecture

Gupta period witnessed unprecedented activities in art and architecture. That is why period is called
a??Golden Agea??. It ushered new age in temple architectural style. It initiated creative period for
typical Indian temple architecture.

Famous temples include Dasavatara temple at Deogarh significantly. Vishnu temple at Tigawa and
Shiva temple at Bhumara. The finest examples survive today as specimens. Understanding architecture
helps in culture questions effectively. The best IAS coaching in Delhi uses photographs extensively.

Ajanta Paintings

Greatest specimen of Buddhist art is Ajanta paintings. They depict events in life of Gautama Buddha.
Jataka stories are also depicted beautifully extensively. The wall painting of Bodhisattva in cave 1 is
finest. Understanding art helps in culture questions significantly. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi
covers art history comprehensively.

Development of Literature

Sanskrit literature greatly flourished during Gupta period. Kalidasaywrote Meghaduta, Raghuvamsa, and
Abhijnanasakuntalam famously. Vishnu Sharma wrote Panchatantra during this period. Understanding
literature helps in cultural questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi covers literary works thoroughly.

Science and Technology

Mathematics and Astronomy

Aryabhatta wrote Aryabhatiyam during this period significantly. He was first to use decimal system
innovatively. He calculated value of pie and founded algebra. Brahmagupta wrote Brahma Sphutika
Siddhanta later importantly. Understanding science helps in history of science questions. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi covers scientific developments.
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