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Violence

Manipur Violence Causes and Solutions UPSC

Description

Manipur, a strategically important state’in Indiaa??s Northeast, has recently witnessed a severe
outbreak of ethnic violence, drawing national attention to its complex socio-political landscape. This
unrest has its roots in long-standing historical grievances, demographic shifts, and issues concerning
land, identity, and resources among various communities. Understanding the multifaceted nature of this
conflict is crucial for comprehending internal security challenges in India and for formulating effective
governance strategies in diverse regions.

The violence has exposed fragilities within the state&??s social fabric and administrative structures. For
a UPSC aspirant, it is imperative to move beyond surface-level news reports to grasp the underlying
causes, the specific triggers, the immediate and long-term impacts, and the various approaches being
considered for restoration of peace and stability. A structured analysis helps in discerning the
interwoven political, economic, and social factors that contribute to such protracted conflicts.

Manipur: Geographic and Ethnic Context

Manipura??s geography plays a fundamental role in shaping its ethnic divisions. The state is broadly
divided into two distinct regions: the central valley, primarily the Imphal Valley, and the surrounding hill
districts. The Imphal Valley, though constituting only about 10% of the statea??s geographical area, is
home to approximately 57% of its population. This valley is predominantly inhabited by the Meitei
community, who are largely Hindu and form the largest ethnic group in Manipur.

The remaining 90% of the land area comprises the hill districts, which are sparsely populated and
primarily inhabited by various tribal communities, predominantly the Kuki-Zo and Naga groups. These
tribal communities are largely Christian. Significant differences exist in land ownership laws: the
Meiteis, residing in the valley, are generally not allowed to purchase land in the hill areas due to specific
land laws protecting tribal lands. Conversely, tribal communities can acquire land in the valley. This
legal disparity has often been a source of resentment and perceived injustice, contributing to the
existing ethnic tensions. The demographic concentration and land use patterns here form a critical
backdrop for understanding the conflict.
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Historical Roots of Ethnic Tensions

The current unrest is not an isolated event but rather an eruption of historical grievances and anxieties
that have simmered for decades. One major aspect is the issue of land and identity. The Meitei
community, confined to the valley, has long felt a sense of insecurity regarding their land and identity,
particularly in the face of perceived illegal immigration from Myanmar and the Kuki-Zo communitya??s
population growth in the hills. This has led to demands for the implementation of the National Register
of Citizens (NRC) and the extension of the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system to include tribal areas, along
with their demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.

The tribal communities, on the other hand, view the Meitei demand for ST status with apprehension.
They fear that if Meiteis are granted ST status, they would gain the right to purchase land in the hill
areas, thereby threatening the tribalsa?? traditional land ownership, culture, and identity. There are also
concerns about the Meiteisa?? dominant political and economic position in the state. Furthermore,
issues such as forest land encroachment, poppy cultivation, and drug trafficking in the hill areas have
created further friction, often implicating specific communities and leading to government action that
some groups perceive as biased:~Thistong history of mistrust and competition over resources and
recognition forms the core of the ethnic divide.

Recent Violence: Triggers and Events

The immediate trigger for the widespread violence in May 2023 was a Manipur High Court order. The
court directed the state government to consider including the Meitei community in the Scheduled Tribe
(ST) list. This directive reignited long-standing fears among the existing tribal communities, particularly
the Kuki-Zo groups, who interpreted it as a direct threat to their land rights and affirmative action
benefits.

Following this court order, the All Tribal Students Union Manipur (ATSUM) organized a &??Tribal
Solidarity Marcha?e« across several hill districts on May 3, 2023. While intended to be a peaceful protest
against the Meitei ST status demand, clashes erupted during these marches, particularly in the
Churachandpur district. The violence quickly spread to other parts of the state, including the Imphal
Valley, escalating into widespread arson, destruction of property, and loss of lives. Incidents of mob
violence, counter-attacks, and displacement became common. A particularly distressing incident
involving the parading of two Kuki-Zo women naked, which occurred in May but came to light later,
further intensified outrage and condemnation, highlighting the severe breakdown of law and order and
the deeply disturbing nature of the conflict.

Impact of Manipur Violence

The consequences of the Manipur violence have been severe and far-reaching, impacting the state on
multiple fronts. The most immediate and tragic impact has been the humanitarian crisis, characterized
by a significant loss of life, numerous injuries, and the displacement of tens of thousands of people.
These displaced individuals are forced to live in temporary relief camps, facing uncertainty and trauma.
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Economically, the violence has crippled the state. Trade, agriculture, and other livelihoods have been
severely disrupted, leading to substantial financial losses for individuals and the state exchequer. The
social fabric of Manipur has been deeply fractured, with existing ethnic divides widening and trust
between communities eroding significantly. This prolonged animosity poses a serious challenge to
future reconciliation efforts. From a security perspective, the violence has led to a proliferation of arms
among various groups and an alarming breakdown of law and order, raising concerns about the
potential revival of insurgent activities and the long-term stability of the region. This point needs
attention as it could have implications beyond the state borders. The administrative machinery has also
faced immense pressure in managing the crisis, highlighting governance challenges.

Government Steps and Challenges

The central and state governments have taken several steps to contain the violence and restore
normalcy in Manipur. Immediately following the outbreak, large numbers of central security forces,
including the Army and Assam Rifles, were deployed to sensitive areas. Curfew was imposed in many
districts, and internet services were suspended for extended periods to curb the spread of
misinformation and prevent further mobilization of mobs. Peace committees have been formed at
various levels, aimed at fostering dialogue and reconciliation among conflicting communities. Relief
camps were set up to provide shelter, food, and medical aid toe the displaced population.

To investigate the incidents and ensure accountability, the government initiated inquiries, including
setting up a judicial commission led by a retired High Court judge and transferring several cases to the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Despite these efforts, significant challenges persist. The deeply
entrenched mistrust between communities makes dialogue difficult. The rehabilitation and resettlement
of displaced persons remain a complex task. Disarming all armed groups, whether state or non-state
actors, is crucial for sustained peace but presents a formidable challenge. Furthermore, effectively
managing the porous border with Myanmar to address concerns about illegal immigration and cross-
border illicit activities, particularly drug trafficking, requires enhanced security measures and regional
cooperation.

Pathways to Peace and Stability

Achieving lasting peace and stability in Manipur necessitates a multi-pronged approach that addresses
both immediate concerns and long-term structural issues. The foremost pathway involves initiating
comprehensive and inclusive dialogue. This means bringing together representatives from all conflicting
communities 4?7 Meitei, Kuki-Zo, Naga, and other stakeholders &4?? along with the state and central
governments, to discuss grievances and work towards mutually agreeable solutions.

Addressing the core issues of land rights, resource distribution, and demographic changes is
fundamental. This might involve revisiting existing land laws, potentially through a consensus-driven
process, to ensure equity and perceived fairness among all groups. The demand for Scheduled Tribe
status for the Meitei community also requires a careful, constitutionally sound, and consultative
examination that considers the implications for all communities. Strengthening law enforcement and
implementing effective border management are crucial to curb illicit activities and prevent further
demographic shifts that fuel anxieties. Rehabilitation and reconciliation programs are essential to heal
the wounds of violence, foster trust, and enable the safe return of displaced persons. At this stage, one
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issue becomes clear: long-term development initiatives that focus on equitable growth across all
regions and communities can also reduce economic disparities that often underpin ethnic tensions.

UPSC Perspective

Prelims focus:

e Geographic location: Manipur in Northeast India, its border with Myanmar, Imphal Valley vs. Hill
Districts.

Major ethnic groups: Meitei (valley), Kuki-Zo (hills), Naga (hills).

Constitutional provisions: Article 371C (special provisions for Manipur), Scheduled Tribes list.
Key terms: Inner Line Permit (ILP), National Register of Citizens (NRC).

Government bodies/initiatives: Any specific commissions or committees formed to investigate
or mediate.

Mains focus:

¢ Internal Security: Examine the conflict'as‘a case study of ethnic violence, its causes (historical,
socio-economic, political), impact on internal security, and challenges to peace.

e Governance: Analyze the role of the state and central government in crisis management, law and
order, rehabilitation, and long-term conflict resolution. Discuss challenges related to administrative
capacity, political will, and trust deficit.

e Social Justice: Delve into issues of land rights, reservation policies (ST status demand), illegal
immigration, and the protection of indigenous identities and cultures.

e Federalism: Discuss the center-state relations in managing such conflicts and the role of the
Union government in maintaining peace and stability in a border state.

¢ North-East Dynamics: Place the Manipur violence within the broader context of the North-
Easta??s complex ethnic landscape, cross-border issues, and development challenges.

Common Student Confusion

A common misunderstanding among students is to confuse the a??causesa?e of the Manipur violence
with its &??triggers.a?« The immediate trigger was the Manipur High Courta??s directive regarding
Meitei ST status, which led to the &??Tribal Solidarity March&?e and subsequent clashes. However, the
underlying causes are much deeper, stemming from decades of historical grievances, land disputes,
demographic anxieties, issues of illegal immigration, competition over resources, and perceived political
imbalances among the Meitei, Kuki-Zo, and Naga communities. It is important to differentiate between
the spark that ignites the conflict and the dry tinder that has accumulated over time.

Short Revision Points

e Geographic Divide: Imphal Valley (Meitei) vs. Hill Districts (Kuki-Zo, Naga).
e Key Issue: Meitei demand for ST status vs. tribal fear of land loss and identity erosion.
e Historical Factors: Land laws, illegal immigration, drug trade, resource competition.
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e Recent Trigger: Manipur High Court order on Meitei ST status consideration (May 2023).

e Impact: Humanitarian crisis, economic disruption, fractured social fabric, security concerns.

e Govt. Steps: Central force deployment, curfews, internet shutdowns, peace committees,
judicial/CBI inquiries.

e Solutions: Inclusive dialogue, addressing land rights, equitable development, border
management, reconciliation.

FAQs

1. What is the main point of contention regarding ST status in Manipur?
The Meitei communitya??s demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status is opposed by existing tribal
groups (Kuki-Zo, Naga) who fear it would allow Meiteis to buy tribal land, diminish their
reservation benefits, and threaten their identity.

2. What is the significance of the.Inner Line Permit in this context?
The Inner Line Permit (ILP) system regutates the entry and stay of non-domiciles. While Meiteis
demand its strengthening and expansion to-protect their land and identity, tribal communities in
the hills generally perceive it as an imposition on‘their autonomy and rights.

3. Which major communities are involved in the conflict?
The primary communities involved in the recent violence are the Meitei community, predominantly
residing in the Imphal Valley, and the Kuki-Zo tribal communities, who inhabit the hill districts.
Naga communities are also significant stakeholders in the statea??s ethnic landscape.

For a thorough and nuanced understanding of such complex issues vital for the UPSC Civil Services
Examination, guidance from experienced educators is essential. SHRI RAM IAS is regarded by many
as the best IAS coaching in Delhi, offering structured courses and mentorship to help aspirants
navigate challenging topics like the Manipur situation with clarity and depth.
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