
Preamble of Indian Constitution explained for UPSC

Description

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution serves as an introductory statement, setting out the guiding
principles and philosophy of the document. It reflects the aspirations and ideals upon which the nation
was built, providing a foundational understanding of the constitutional framework. Drawn from the
â??Objectives Resolutionâ?? moved by Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent Assembly, the Preamble
essentially encapsulates the spirit and intent of the framers.

Understanding the Preamble is crucial for any student preparing for the UPSC Civil Services
Examination. It is not merely a decorative preface but a mirror reflecting the core values of Indiaâ??s
democratic republic. Its words are carefully chosen to articulate the vision for a just, free, and equitable
society, and they continue to guide the interpretation and implementation of the Constitution.

The Preamble acts as a succinct summary of the Constitutionâ??s objectives, highlighting the source of
its authority and the nature of the Indian state. It is a declaration of the will of the people and stands as
a testament to the nationâ??s commitment to specific political, social, and economic goals. A thorough
grasp of the Preambleâ??s contents and context is thus indispensable for appreciating the intricate
structure and working of Indiaâ??s supreme law.

Introduction to Indian Constitution Preamble

The Preamble to the Constitution of India is a brief introductory statement that sets out the guiding
purpose, principles, and philosophy of the Constitution. It effectively summarizes the fundamental
values and objectives that the Constitution seeks to achieve for the people of India. The Preamble
begins with the phrase â??WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,â?• which clearly indicates that the ultimate
source of all authority under the Constitution is the people themselves. This signifies popular
sovereignty and reinforces the democratic character of the Indian state.

It was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949, and came into effect on January
26, 1950, along with the Constitution. The Preamble is significant as it provides insight into the
intentions and aspirations of the framers of the Constitution. It acts as a beacon, guiding the
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interpretation of the Constitution by courts, particularly in cases where the text of a provision is
ambiguous or unclear. It articulates the nature of the Indian state as Sovereign, Socialist, Secular,
Democratic, and Republic, and outlines the goals of Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity for all its
citizens.

Important words in the Preamble and their meaning

The Preamble contains several keywords, each carrying profound meaning and reflecting the
foundational principles of the Indian state.

Sovereign

The term â??Sovereignâ?? implies that India is an independent state, neither a dependency nor a
dominion of any other nation. It is free to conduct its own internal and external affairs without external
dictation. This means that India has supreme power within its territorial boundaries and no external
authority can question its decisions. However, joining international bodies like the United Nations or the
Commonwealth does not diminish its sovereignty, as these are voluntary associations.

Socialist

The word â??Socialistâ?? was added to the Preamble by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of
1976. It aims at securing social and economic justice. Indian socialism is a democratic socialism, a
blend of Gandhian socialism and Nehruvian socialism, which leans towards a mixed economy where
both public and private sectors coexist. It seeks to end poverty, ignorance, disease, and inequality of
opportunity. It does not advocate for the abolition of private property but rather for its equitable
distribution and control over means of production to prevent concentration of wealth.

Secular

The term â??Secularâ?? was also added by the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976. It implies that India
does not uphold any religion as the state religion. The state treats all religions equally and respects all
faiths. Every person has the right to profess, practice, and propagate any religion of their choice, or no
religion at all. The Indian concept of secularism is positive, meaning it grants equal respect to all
religions and intervenes to ensure religious equality if required, unlike the negative concept in some
Western countries that implies strict separation of state and religion.

Democratic

The word â??Democraticâ?? indicates that the government draws its authority from the will of the
people. The people directly or indirectly participate in the decision-making process through their elected
representatives. India has a representative parliamentary democracy where the executive is
responsible to the legislature. Universal adult franchise is a cornerstone of this democracy, ensuring
that every citizen above a certain age has the right to vote, irrespective of caste, creed, gender, or
social status.
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Republic

The term â??Republicâ?? signifies that the head of the state is elected by the people, directly or
indirectly, for a fixed term, rather than being a hereditary monarch. In India, the President is the head of
the state, and is indirectly elected by the people. This means that all public offices are open to every
citizen without any discrimination. This contrasts with a monarchy where the head of state holds office
through succession.

Justice

The Preamble aims to secure â??Justiceâ?? for all its citizens â?? social, economic, and political.

Social Justice: Implies equal treatment of all citizens without any discrimination based on caste,
colour, race, religion, sex, and so on. It involves the absence of privileges for any section and
improvement in the conditions of Backward Classes (SCs, STs, and OBCs) and women.
Economic Justice: Refers to the non-discrimination between people on the basis of economic
factors. It involves the elimination of glaring inequalities in wealth, income, and property.
Political Justice: Means that all citizens should have equal political rights, equal access to all
political offices, and equal voice in the government.

Liberty

â??Libertyâ?? means the absence of restraints on the activities of individuals, and simultaneously
providing opportunities for the development of individual personalities. The Preamble ensures liberty of
thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship. These liberties are not absolute but are qualified,
meaning they can be subject to reasonable restrictions imposed by the state to maintain public order,
morality, and security.

Equality

â??Equalityâ?? signifies the absence of special privileges to any section of society and the provision of
adequate opportunities for all individuals without any discrimination. The Preamble aims to secure
equality of status and opportunity for all citizens. This includes civic equality (e.g., equality before the
law, prohibition of discrimination), political equality (e.g., universal adult franchise, equal opportunity for
public office), and economic equality.

Fraternity

â??Fraternityâ?? means a sense of common brotherhood among all Indians. It promotes the idea of a
united nation where individuals feel connected to each other, rising above sectarian differences. The
Preamble assures two things: the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation. The
concept of a single citizenship also aids in fostering this sense of fraternity.

Dignity of the Individual
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This phrase ensures that every individual in India is treated with respect and honor, recognizing their
intrinsic worth. It is fundamental to ensuring human rights and a quality life for all.

Unity and Integrity of the Nation

The phrase â??Integrityâ?? was added by the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976. â??Unity and Integrityâ??
seeks to overcome obstacles to national integration like communalism, regionalism, casteism, and
linguistic chauvinism. It stresses that the nation should remain united and its territorial integrity
preserved.

Aims and objectives of the Preamble

The Preamble sets forth the aims and objectives that the Constitution seeks to establish and promote.
These objectives are the core aspirations that guided the framers and continue to guide the nation.

Firstly, the Preamble aims to secure Justice for all citizensâ??social, economic, and political. This
means ensuring that no person is discriminated against based on factors like caste, religion, sex, or
economic status, and that everyone has equal opportunities in public life.

Secondly, it seeks to guarantee Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship. This is
essential for the intellectual and spiritual development of individuals and for the functioning of a free
society. The scope of these liberties is balanced against the need for public order and national security.

Thirdly, the Preamble strives for Equality of status and opportunity. This objective is aimed at removing
artificial distinctions and ensuring that all citizens have an equal chance to grow and prosper, both in
their personal and public lives. This includes equal access to public employment and equal standing
before the law.

Finally, a primary objective is to promote Fraternity, thereby assuring the dignity of the individual and
the unity and integrity of the nation. This fosters a spirit of common brotherhood and national cohesion,
which is vital for a diverse country like India. It emphasizes the need for harmonious living and
collective progress. These aims collectively define the fundamental values and vision of the Indian
state.

Preamble as part of the Constitution and its amendment

The question of whether the Preamble is a part of the Constitution and, consequently, whether it can be
amended, has been a subject of significant judicial interpretation.

Initially, in the Berubari Union case (1960), the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is not a part of
the Constitution. The Court viewed it as a key to understanding the minds of the makers but not as an
enforceable part of the Constitution itself. This ruling meant that the Preamble could not be amended
under Article 368.

However, a landmark judgment by the Supreme Court in the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973)
reversed the earlier position. In this case, the Court held that the Preamble is a part of the Constitution.
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The rationale was that the Preamble holds immense significance in understanding the fundamental
features and basic structure of the Constitution. It represents the foundational philosophy.

Now, this becomes important. The Court also laid down the â??Basic Structure Doctrineâ??, stating
that while the Preamble, being a part of the Constitution, can be amended, its â??basic structureâ??
cannot be altered. The elements identified in the Preamble, such as sovereignty, secularism, socialism,
democracy, and republicanism, are considered part of this basic structure and thus immune from
amendment.

Following the Kesavananda Bharati verdict, the Preamble was amended for the first and only time by
the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976. This amendment added three new words:
Socialist, Secular, and Integrity. These additions were meant to explicitly state certain ideals that
were already implicitly present in the Constitution, aligning the Preamble more closely with the
governmentâ??s declared policies at the time. This action reaffirmed the Preambleâ??s amendability
as long as the basic features remain intact.

Role of Preamble in interpreting the Constitution

The Preamble plays a significant role in interpreting the Constitution, serving as a guiding principle for
the judiciary. It acts as a prologue that sets the stage for the entire document, encapsulating its core
values and objectives.

When there is an ambiguity in any provision of the Constitution, or when the true meaning of a
constitutional clause is debated, the Preamble is often referred to as a tool for interpretation. It helps
judges understand the intent and purpose of the framers of the Constitution. As the Supreme Court has
often stated, the Preamble provides a â??keyâ?? to the minds of the Constitution-makers.

It also serves to identify the fundamental principles and basic structure of the Constitution. The values
enshrined in the Preamble, such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, along with the nature of the
state (sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, republic), form the bedrock upon which the entire
constitutional edifice rests. Any law or action that fundamentally contradicts these principles can be
scrutinised against the spirit of the Preamble. This point needs attention, as it ensures that legislative
and executive actions remain aligned with the overarching vision of the Constitution.

While the Preamble itself is generally not directly enforceable in a court of law, its role as a guide to
constitutional interpretation is undeniable. It provides a moral and philosophical compass, ensuring that
the Constitutionâ??s provisions are understood and applied in a manner consistent with its foundational
ideals. It reinforces the idea that the Constitution is not a mere legal document but a living testament to
the aspirations of the Indian people.

UPSC Perspective

The Preamble is a very important topic for the UPSC Civil Services Examination, both for Prelims and
Mains.

Prelims focus:
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Keywords and their sequence: Memorising the exact wording and order of â??Sovereign,
Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republicâ?• and â??Justice, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.â?•
Amendments: Knowledge of the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, and the three words
it added (Socialist, Secular, Integrity).
Source of Authority: Understanding â??We, the People of Indiaâ?• as the source of authority.
Key Dates: Adoption date (November 26, 1949) and enforcement date (January 26, 1950).
Important Cases: The significance of Berubari Union case (1960) and Kesavananda Bharati
case (1973) regarding the Preambleâ??s status and amendability.
Nature of Indian State: Questions on the meaning of each term like â??republicâ?? or
â??secularismâ?? in the Indian context.

Mains focus:

Significance: Analyzing the Preamble as the soul of the Constitution, a guide for interpretation,
and a reflection of the framersâ?? vision.
Basic Structure Doctrine: Discussing how the Preamble relates to the basic structure doctrine,
especially post-Kesavananda Bharati case.
Philosophical Underpinnings: Explaining the ideals of Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity
and their practical implications in governance and policy-making.
Evolution of Ideals: Discussing how the addition of â??Socialistâ?? and â??Secularâ?? reflects
the evolving socio-political landscape and commitment to certain values.
Contemporary Relevance: Critically evaluating how far the constitutional ideals enshrined in the
Preamble have been realised in independent India. For example, assessing the state of social
justice or economic equality.

Common Student Confusion

A common confusion among students is regarding the Preambleâ??s justiciability. Many believe that
since it is part of the Constitution, its ideals can be directly enforced by courts.

Correction: The Preamble is generally not directly justiciable or enforceable in a court of law. This
means a person cannot go to court to demand that the state immediately secure â??economic justiceâ?
• solely based on the Preamble. Its primary role is to act as a guide and a key for interpreting other
provisions of the Constitution. When the language of an article in the Constitution is ambiguous, the
Preamble helps in understanding the true intention of the framers. It embodies the fundamental spirit
and philosophy, but specific rights and duties are detailed in other parts of the Constitution, such as
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy, which are largely justiciable or enable
legislative action. The Preamble essentially sets the aspirational goals for the state, which are then
concretized through various articles and laws.

Short Revision Points

Preamble: Introductory statement of the Indian Constitution, outlining its philosophy and
objectives.
Source of Authority: â??We, the People of India.â?•
Nature of Indian State: Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic.
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Objectives: Justice (Social, Economic, Political), Liberty (Thought, Expression, Belief, Faith,
Worship), Equality (Status, Opportunity), Fraternity (Dignity of individual, Unity and Integrity of
nation).
Amendability: Amended once by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976.
Words Added (42nd Amendment): Socialist, Secular, Integrity.
Status: Declared part of the Constitution in Kesavananda Bharati case (1973); Basic Structure
cannot be amended.
Function: Guides interpretation of the Constitution; not directly justiciable.

FAQs

1. What is the Preamble of the Indian Constitution?
The Preamble is the introductory statement to the Indian Constitution, outlining its core principles,
philosophy, and the aspirations of the people, such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity.

2. Which words were added to the Preamble?
The words â??Socialistâ??, â??Secularâ??, and â??Integrityâ?? were added to the Preamble by
the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976.

3. Can the Preamble be changed?
Yes, the Preamble can be amended, as established by the Supreme Court in the Kesavananda
Bharati case (1973). However, its â??basic structureâ?? or fundamental features cannot be
altered.

Understanding the preamble of Indian Constitution meaning is a foundational step for any serious
UPSC aspirant. It provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of the ideals that shape Indiaâ??s
governance and society. For those aiming to excel in this challenging examination, a deep conceptual
clarity on such topics is indispensable. At SHRI RAM IAS, we believe in building strong foundational
knowledge and analytical skills, which are crucial for success. Many students regard SHRI RAM IAS as
the best IAS coaching in Delhi due to its structured approach and emphasis on conceptual
understanding.
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