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Second Carnatic War (1749-1754) : Anglo-French Rivalry

Description

The Second Carnatic War marked a crucial phase in Anglo-French rivalry. It occurred between 1749
and 1754 in southern India. This war differed from first war significantly in nature. Understanding this
war is essential for UPSC Civil Services aspirants. Modern Indian history forms crucial portion of
examination syllabus. Questions on Carnatic Wars appear regularly in Prelims and Mains. Mastering
this topic helps you score valuable marks consistently.

Link with Succession Disputes

The Second Carnatic War was closely linked to succession disputes. Disputes arose at Hyderabad and
over Carnatic Nawabship both. Indian rulersa?? succession crises provided opportunities to European
companies. Both English and French-supported rival claimants strategically cleverly. Understanding this
link helps in political history questions. The best{ASi ceaching in Delhi emphasizes such connections
thoroughly.

Background: Succession Disputes

Hyderabad Succession Crisis

The Nizam of Hyderabad Asaf Jah | died creating succession crisis. His son Nasir Jung and grandson
Muzaffar Jung competed. Nasir Jung was rightful heir being the Nizama??s son. Muzaffar Jung
contested claiming his right as grandson. The succession dispute divided nobles and created instability.
Understanding this crisis helps in regional politics questions. The top IAS coaching in Delhi covers
Deccan politics comprehensively.

Carnatic Succession Crisis

The Nawab of Carnatic Anwar-ud-din ruled the region. His death created succession dispute over
Carnatic Nawabship. Chanda Sahib claimed the throne based on earlier rights. Muhammad Ali was
Anwar-ud-dina??s son-in-law claiming succession. Both claimants sought European support for their
cause. Understanding dual disputes helps in political questions effectively. The best UPSC coaching
in Delhi discusses succession politics thoroughly.

European Companiesa?? Interest

Both succession disputes provided opportunities for Europeans to interfere. French wanted to establish
political dominance in south India. English couldn&??t allow French to control important regions
unchecked. Supporting rival claimants gave them political leverage significantly. The companies moved
from commerce to politics decisively. Understanding this transition helps in colonial questions. The top
IAS coaching in Delhi analyzes colonial strategies comprehensively.
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French Strategy: Supporting Chanda Sahib and Muzaffar Jung

Dupleixa??s Ambitious Plan

French Governor Dupleix pursued aggressive political strategy actively. He decided to support Muzaffar
Jung in Hyderabad. He also backed Chanda Sahib for Carnatic throne. The strategy aimed at
establishing French puppets in power. French military support would make claimants dependent on
them. Understanding Dupleixa??s ambition helps in personality questions. The best IAS coaching in
Delhi covers key personalities thoroughly.

Initial French Success

French forces fought alongside Muzaffar Junga??s army effectively. They defeated Nasir Jung
capturing him in battle. Muzaffar Jung became the Nizam with French support. In Carnatic, Chanda
Sahib was installed as Nawab. French influence reached its peak in south India. Understanding initial
success helps in military questions, The top UPSC coaching in Delhi analyzes campaigns
comprehensively.

French Political Control

With their candidates in power, French gained enormous influence. Muzaffar Jung granted French
significant concessions and territories. Chanda Sahiba??s dependence on French was complete totally.
French Bussy stayed at Hyderabad maintaining French presence. Dupleixa??s strategy seemed
successful achieving political dominance initially. Understanding French control helps in strategy
guestions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi discusses political tactics thoroughly.

English Response: Supporting Muhammad Ali

English Strategic Concerns

The establishment of Chanda Sahib alarmed the English. Chanda Sahib was ally of the French clearly.
His rule on Carnatic throne was bound to affect English trade adversely. The hinterland of Madras
would be in enemiesa?? hands. English commercial interests required supporting rival claimant
Muhammad Ali. Understanding English concerns helps in strategic questions. The top IAS coaching in
Delhi analyzes strategic thinking comprehensively.

Choosing Muhammad Ali

English decided to support Muhammad Ali against Chanda Sahib. Muhammad Ali was Anwar-ud-
dina??s son-in-law with legitimate claim. He was willing to ally with English against French. English
provided military support to Muhammad Alia??s cause. The decision brought English into direct conflict
with French. Understanding English choice helps in diplomatic questions. The best UPSC coaching in
Delhi covers diplomatic strategies thoroughly.
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Robert Clivea??s Military Genius

Clivea??s Background

Robert Clive emerged as brilliant English military commander. He had started as company clerk, not
soldier. His military genius became evident during this war. Clive understood Indian politics and warfare
tactics well. His bold strategies changed the war&??s course dramatically. Understanding Clivea??s
role helps in personality questions. The top IAS coaching in Delhi discusses military leaders
comprehensively.

The Daring Plan to Capture Arcot

Clive devised daring plan to relieve pressure on English. Chanda Sahib was besieging Trichinopoly
where Muhammad Ali held. Instead of direct relief, Clive planned to attack capital. Capturing Arcot
would force Chanda Sahib to withdraw. The bold strategy showed Clivea??s military brilliance clearly.
Understanding this strategy helps in military tactics questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
analyzes tactical thinking thoroughly.

Siege of Arcot (1751)

Clivea??s Force Composition

Clive was sent with small force to execute plan. He had only 200 European soldiers under command.
Additionally, 300 Indian soldiers accompanied the force totally. The force was numerically inferior to
enemy significantly. However, discipline and tactics compensated for numbers effectively.
Understanding force dynamics helps in military questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi covers
military composition comprehensively.

Capture of Arcot

Clive marched toward Arcot, the capital of Carnatic. The bold attack surprised Chanda Sahiba??s
garrison completely. Clive captured Arcot, the capital, successfully easily swiftly. The capture was
achieved without significant resistance remarkably. This daring victory boosted English morale
enormously significantly. Understanding this capture helps in campaign questions. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi discusses military campaigns thoroughly.

Strategic Significance

Capturing Arcot was masterstroke of military strategy brilliantly. It forced Chanda Sahib to respond to
threat. The capitala??s fall embarrassed Chanda Sahib politically militarily. He had to divert forces from
Trichinopoly siege. The strategy relieved pressure on Muhammad Ali effectively. Understanding
strategic impact helps in analysis questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi teaches strategic
analysis comprehensively.
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Siege of Arcot by Chanda Sahib

Chanda Sahiba??s Response

Chanda Sahib couldn&??t ignore loss of his capital. He sent about half of his army to recapture Arcot.
The army was led by his son Raja Sahib. Raja Sahib commanded much larger force than Clivea??s.
The siege began with Clivea??s small force trapped inside. Understanding siege dynamics helps in
military questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi covers siege warfare thoroughly.

Clive Besieged in Arcot

Clive was besieged in Arcot by Raja Sahiba??s army. The situation appeared desperate for English
forces initially. Raja Sahiba??s army was numerically far superior overwhelmingly. Clive defended Arcot
with courage and tactical skill. The siege continued for several weeks testing defenders. Understanding
defensive operations helps in warfare questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi analyzes defensive
tactics comprehensively.

Maratha Intervention

The timely arrival of Maratha chief changed situation. Muran Rao, a Maratha chief, came to help Clive.
He brought additional forces supporting English position significantly. The Maratha support shifted
balance of power decisively. Combined forces now could take offensive against Raja Sahib.
Understanding alliances helps in diplomatic questions effectively. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
discusses alliance formation thoroughly.

Victory at Arcot

Defeat of Raja Sahib

With Maratha support, Clive took offensive against Raja Sahib. The combined attack defeated Raja
Sahiba??s larger army. Despite numerical superiority, Raja Sahiba??s forces were routed. The defeat
demonstrated European military superiority again clearly. Victory at Arcot became legendary in military
history. Understanding this victory helps in military questions significantly. The top UPSC coaching in
Delhi covers decisive battles comprehensively.

Impact of Arcot Victory

The victory at Arcot had far-reaching consequences importantly. It established Clivea??s reputation as
military genius firmly. English prestige rose enormously after this success dramatically. Indian rulers
realized English military capabilities clearly evidently. The victory changed momentum of war favoring
English. Understanding impact helps in consequence analysis questions. The best IAS coaching in
Delhi analyzes historical impacts thoroughly.

Fall of Chanda Sahib
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Forced to Raise Trichinopoly Siege

After Arcot defeat, Chanda Sahiba??s position weakened significantly. He was forced to raise the siege
of Trichinopoly. Muhammad Alia??s position strengthened with English support continuing. French
couldna??t provide adequate support to Chanda Sahib anymore. The strategic situation turned against
Chanda Sahib completely. Understanding military dynamics helps in warfare questions. The top UPSC
coaching in Delhi teaches military analysis comprehensively.

Flight and Death

Chanda Sahib fled from his weakened position desperately. He sought refuge with Raja of Tanjore
hoping safety. However, the Raja of Tanjore put him to death. His death ended French hopes in
Carnatic decisively. The ally French had installed was eliminated completely. Understanding this end
helps in political questions effectively. The best IAS coaching in Delhi covers political outcomes
thoroughly.

Muhammad Ali Becomes /Nawab

English Success in Carnatic

With Chanda Sahiba??s death, Muhammad Alia??s path cleared. He became the Nawab of Carnatic
with English support. English had successfully installed their candidate in power. Muhammad Ali
remained grateful ally of English thereafter. English influence in Carnatic became dominant decisively
firmly. Understanding this outcome helps in colonial questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi
analyzes colonial expansion comprehensively.

Long-term English Benefits

Muhammad Alia??s loyalty provided English strategic advantages long-term. They gained commercial
concessions and political influence substantially. The Nawab couldn&??t act independently against
English interests. English commercial operations in Madras hinterland secured completely. This
success encouraged further political involvement elsewhere. Understanding benefits helps in strategic
analysis questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi discusses strategic outcomes thoroughly.

Dupleixa??s Downfall

Failed Recovery Attempts

Dupleix tried desperately to recover his lost position. He attempted various strategies to regain French
influence. However, Dupleix could not do anything effective anymore. English military successes had
turned tide decisively completely. French position in south India had weakened irreversibly.
Understanding French decline helps in comparative questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi
covers decline patterns comprehensively.

Recall to France
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Dupleix was recalled to France in 1754 abruptly. The French Company blamed him for failures and
expenses. His ambitious political strategy had failed ultimately completely. The recall ended most
aggressive French Governora??s tenure. French policy in India would change after Dupleix.
Understanding leadership change helps in administrative questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
discusses leadership impacts thoroughly.

Godheaua??s Peace Policy

New French Governor

Dupleixa??s successor was Godheau who replaced him officially. Godheau had different approach than
aggressive Dupleix. He believed in peaceful coexistence with English company. The new Governor
began to negotiate for peaceful relations. He wanted to end costly warfare with English. Understanding
policy change helps in diplomatic questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi analyzes policy shifts
comprehensively.

Negotiations Begin

Godheau began negotiations with English for peace settlement. Beth sides had suffered losses in
prolonged conflict. Peace would allow focusing on commercial‘activities again. The negotiations
progressed toward mutual agreement successfully gradually. Understanding diplomatic process helps
in negotiation questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi covers diplomatic negotiations thoroughly.

Treaty of Pondicherry (1754)

End of Second Carnatic War

Godheau signed the Treaty of Pondicherry in 1754. The treaty brought an end to Second Carnatic War.
Both English and French agreed to peace terms. The war that started in 1749 ended after five years.
However, the underlying rivalry remained unresolved still. Understanding treaty context helps in
diplomatic questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi discusses treaties comprehensively.

Treaty Provisions

1. Non-interference Promise: English and French companies promised not to interfere. They agreed
to stay out of internal affairs of Indian rulers. This provision aimed at preventing future succession
disputes exploitation. However, both sides would violate this promise later. Understanding this provision
helps in treaty analysis questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi analyzes treaty terms thoroughly.

2. French Army at Hyderabad: Acceptance of French army under Bussy staying at Hyderabad. This
allowed French to maintain political presence in Deccan. Bussya??s contingent gave French continued
influence in region. English accepted this as part of peace settlement. Understanding this compromise
helps in diplomatic questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi covers diplomatic compromises
comprehensively.
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3. Mutual Restoration: Return by English and French of conquered territories. All parts captured
during war to be restored. This provision restored status quo before the war. Both sides returned to pre-
war territorial positions. Understanding restoration helps in settlement questions effectively. The best
IAS coaching in Delhi discusses peace terms thoroughly.

4. Home Government Approval: Treaty required approval of respective home governments. Final
settlement depended on approval from Europe. This provision acknowledged companiesa??
dependence on home authorities. The clause showed colonial nature of companiesa?? operations.
Understanding this helps in colonial administration questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi
analyzes colonial structures comprehensively.

Treatya??s Fragility

The Treaty of Pondicherry was fragile and temporary. The non-interference promise proved
unenforceable in practice. Both sides would violate treaty terms pursuing interests. The underlying
rivalry continued despite formal peace. Another war would erupt within few years inevitably.
Understanding treaty weakness helps.in analysis questions. The best IAS coaching in Delhi teaches
critical analysis thoroughly.

Significance of Second Carnatic War

Political Involvement Deepened

The war marked deepening political involvement of companies. Direct interference in succession
disputes became normalized practice. Companies installed and removed rulers pursuing their interests.
The transition from trade to territory accelerated significantly. Indian rulers became dependent on
European military support. Understanding this deepening helps in colonial questions. The top UPSC
coaching in Delhi covers colonialism comprehensively.

Clivea??s Emergence

Robert Clive emerged as brilliant military commander prominently. His genius at Arcot established his
reputation firmly. Clive would play crucial role in future English expansion. His tactics and boldness
would serve English interests well. Understanding personality impact helps in leadership questions. The
best IAS coaching in Delhi discusses key personalities thoroughly.

English Strategic Victory

Despite treatya??s neutral terms, English achieved strategic victory. Their candidate Muhammad Ali
ruled Carnatic with their support. French candidate Chanda Sahib was eliminated completely
permanently. English commercial interests in Madras region secured thoroughly. The war showed
English resilience and tactical superiority. Understanding strategic outcomes helps in analysis
questions. The top UPSC coaching in Delhi analyzes outcomes comprehensively.

French Weakening
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French position weakened despite maintaining Hyderabad presence nominally. Loss of Carnatic
influence was significant setback strategically. Dupleixa??s recall showed French policy failure clearly.
English were emerging as stronger European power gradually. The war foreshadowed eventual English
dominance in India. Understanding French decline helps in comparative questions. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi covers decline patterns thoroughly.

Relevance for UPSC Examination

Second Carnatic War holds immense UPSC importance significantly. Questions appear in both Prelims
and Mains regularly. Prelims tests factual knowledge about war events and treaty. Mains requires
analytical understanding of succession disputes interference. You must explain Clivea??s role and
strategic significance. Modern Indian history questions carry substantial weightage always.
Understanding this war helps in comprehensive colonial analysis. The best IAS coaching in Delhi
prepares students thoroughly.

How to Prepare Second. Carnatic War

Preparing this topic requires systematic chronological approach carefully. Start with understanding
succession disputes at Hyderabad and Carnatic. Study French and English strategies supporting rival
claimants. Focus on Siege of Arcot and Clivea??s military genius:-Understand Treaty of Pondicherry
provisions and weaknesses clearly. Practice answer writing on this war regularly frequently. The top
UPSC coaching in Delhi provides structured guidance.

SHRI RAM IAS in Mukherjee Nagar excels in modern history. Study material covers Second Carnatic
War comprehensively with details. The best IAS coaching in Delhi ensures quality delivery.

Hybrid Classes at SHRI RAM IAS

Attend physically at Mukherjee Nagar or join remotely. Access same live class through mobile app
conveniently. Real-time Zoom interaction with faculty from anywhere. The top UPSC coaching in
Delhi offers flexibility.

Course Fees

Course Fee Duration
Foundation Course a?'1.5L 1 Year
Full Course a?'1.8L 1 Year
Contact
Contact Details

Phone +918882939805, +919958635276
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Website www.shriramias.in

Final Thoughts

Second Carnatic War is crucial for UPSC examination. Understanding succession disputes, Clivea??s
genius, and treaty provisions helps. The war showed deepening political involvement of companies.
Enroll at SHRI RAM IAS for comprehensive preparation. The best IAS coaching in Delhi awaits you.
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