
New Major Changes in UPSC 2026, 14 Major Changes

Description

The Union Public Service Commission has announced groundbreaking changes for 2026. These
modifications will impact every UPSC aspirant preparing across India. The application process has
been completely redesigned this year. Understanding these changes is absolutely crucial for your
success.

The best IAS coaching in Delhi has already started briefing students. These reforms focus on
simplification, transparency, and stricter verification processes. The last date to submit applications is
24 February 2026. Missing any detail could lead to rejection of your form.

Letâ??s explore each of these 14 major changes in detail. Every aspirant must read this guide carefully
before applying.

Why UPSC Introduced These Changes in 2026

The Commission aims to make the examination process more transparent. They want to reduce errors
and eliminate fraudulent applications. The new system ensures faster processing and better candidate
verification.

Experts at the top UPSC coaching in Delhi believe these changes are revolutionary. They will
streamline the entire application and examination process. However, candidates must be more careful
than ever before.

Four-Stage Online Application System Introduced

UPSC has redesigned its online application portal completely this year. The new system has four
distinct modules for better organization. Three modules are common for all UPSC examinations
conducted.

Step One: Account Creation Process
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You must visit the official UPSC portal at upsconline.nic.in. Register yourself using your email ID and
mobile number. This account becomes your gateway for all UPSC communications.

Keep your login credentials safe and easily accessible always. Youâ??ll need them throughout the
examination process and beyond.

Step Two: Universal Registration Number Generation

After registration, UPSC generates a Universal Registration Number (URN). This URN is permanent
and stays with you forever. Youâ??ll use this same URN for all future UPSC exams.

The URN stores your core details including name and birthdate. It also contains your identity details
and contact information. Aadhaar is the recommended photo ID for URN creation.

The best UPSC coaching in Delhi emphasizes this point strongly. Create your URN only once with
accurate information. No re-registration is needed for subsequent examinations ever.

Step Three: Common Application Form Filling

The Common Application Form (CAF) collects general details applicable everywhere. This includes
personal information, educational qualification, and identity proof. Your address and category details
are also captured here.

Category options include SC, ST, OBC, EWS, and PwBD candidates. The CAF is common across all
UPSC examinations. You donâ??t need to refill it for each exam.

Step Four: Examination-Specific Module Completion

This final module changes with each specific examination you apply for. Here you select your preferred
examination centre from available options. You also pay the application fee in this module.

Service preferences are chosen at this stage for CSE. You select your optional subject and medium of
examination. Complete this module carefully as changes arenâ??t allowed later.

Mandatory Live Photo Capture Requirement

UPSC has introduced live photo capture as compulsory this year. Candidates must upload a recent
passport-size photograph as usual. Additionally, you must capture a live photograph during application.

The uploaded photograph must match your live photo exactly. Both images should reflect your current
appearance accurately always. Blurred, unclear, or mismatched images lead to instant rejection.

The top IAS coaching in Delhi suggests taking photos professionally. Good lighting and clear
background make a significant difference. Donâ??t compromise on photo quality at any cost.

New Signature Upload Rule Implemented
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UPSC has introduced strict guidelines for signature upload now. You must sign three times on plain
white paper. Use only black ink for all three signatures.

Scan the signed sheet and upload in specified format. The signature must be clearly visible and
perfectly readable. Blurred, incomplete, or incorrect signatures cause application invalidation
immediately.

This rule maintains uniformity across all candidate applications. It ensures accurate identity verification
during document checking procedures. Take this requirement seriously and follow instructions
precisely.

Aadhaar-Based Verification Strongly Encouraged

UPSC strongly recommends using Aadhaar as primary identity document. Aadhaar enables faster
verification and smooth authentication throughout. It simplifies the process at different examination
stages significantly.

Although Aadhaar is encouraged, other documents are also accepted. Valid alternatives include Voter
ID, PAN Card, and Passport. Driving Licence is another acceptable government-issued identity
document.

Using Aadhaar minimizes verification delays and improves accuracy considerably. The best IAS
coaching in Delhi advises all students accordingly. Choose Aadhaar for hassle-free processing
whenever possible.

No Correction or Withdrawal After Final Submission

This is perhaps the strictest rule introduced in UPSC 2026. The correction and withdrawal facilities have
been completely removed. Once you submit your application, it becomes final forever.

No changes can be made after final submission. No corrections are allowed under any circumstances
whatsoever. You cannot withdraw your application even if needed urgently.

The top UPSC coaching in Delhi calls this a game-changer. Review your application multiple times
before final submission. Double-check every detail, every entry, and every upload carefully.

One-Time URN Profile Update Facility Available

UPSC allows candidates to update URN profile only once. This facility helps correct or update
permanent profile details. However, strict conditions apply to this facility usage.

Changes made in URN donâ??t affect already submitted applications. Updated details apply only to
future applications you make. Therefore, ensure accuracy before locking your URN profile permanently.

Think carefully before using this one-time update opportunity. Consult with mentors at the best UPSC
coaching in Delhi. Make changes only when absolutely necessary and unavoidable.
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Online Admit Card System Made Exclusive

UPSC has shifted completely to online admit card system. Admit cards wonâ??t be sent through post
anymore. They wonâ??t be emailed to candidates either now.

You must download your e-Admit Card from official website. Use your login credentials to access the
admit card. Carry a printed copy along with valid photo ID.

Both documents are mandatory at the examination centre always. Set reminders to download your
admit card on time. The top IAS coaching in Delhi recommends downloading immediately.

Mandatory Face Authentication at Examination Centre

UPSC has introduced mandatory face authentication at all centres. This enhances security and
eliminates impersonation attempts completely. Every candidate undergoes this verification process
without exception.

You must complete face verification before entering the hall. Identity document verification happens
simultaneously at the entry point. Security frisking is also mandatory for all candidates.

Reach the examination centre well before the reporting time. This allows smooth completion of all
security procedures. Avoid last-minute delays and unnecessary stress on exam day.

Restrictions on Applying for the Examination

Several new restrictions have been introduced for CSE 2026. These rules apply to candidates already
serving in services.

IAS and IFS Service Holders Cannot Appear

Candidates already appointed to IAS or IFS cannot appear. This applies if theyâ??re currently serving
in these services. Previous examination results determine this eligibility criterion clearly.

If appointed to IAS or IFS after Prelims 2026, you cannot appear in Mains. If appointed after Mains
starts but before final result, you wonâ??t be considered for appointment.

IPS Candidates Cannot Re-opt for IPS

Candidates already selected or appointed to IPS cannot reapply. You cannot opt for IPS again based
on CSE 2026 results. This prevents dual allocation to the same service.

One-Time Improvement Opportunity for IPS and Group A Services

Candidates allocated to IPS or Central Group A Services get special opportunity. You can appear in
CSE 2027 if eligibility conditions are met. However, you must obtain one-time exemption from joining
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training.

Only one such exemption is allowed throughout your career. You must join Foundation Course if
training is joined. If you neither join nor take exemption, allocation gets cancelled.

If selected again in CSE 2027, choose between both allocations. The unchosen service gets cancelled
automatically without any reconsideration. If CSE 2027 doesnâ??t yield results, join CSE 2026 service.

Failing to join the final chosen service cancels both allocations. Your seniority depends on the service
you finally join. After this one-time attempt, you cannot appear again without resigning.

The best IAS coaching in Delhi provides detailed counseling on this. Understand these rules
thoroughly before making any decision.

Question Paper Representation Window Reduced

The time frame for question paper representation has changed. Earlier, candidates had 7 days from
exam day. The window started the next day and ended at 6 PM on the seventh day.

As per UPSC Notification 2026, this has been reduced significantly. You now get only 5 days for
representation. The window starts on the third day after examination.

It still ends at 6 PM on the seventh day. Plan your representation strategy accordingly and act quickly.
The top UPSC coaching in Delhi advises immediate action when needed.

Centre Allocation Rule for UPSC 2026

A special provision exists for PwBD candidates this year. They can opt for desired centres even after
capacity. Centre allocation follows first-apply-first-allot basis for them strictly.

This ensures PwBD candidates get their preferred examination centres. Apply early to secure your
desired centre location. Donâ??t wait until the last date for submission.

Rules for OBC Non-Creamy Layer and EWS Candidates

OBC candidates must produce specific certificates for CSE 2026. The OBC Non-Creamy Layer
certificate must be income-based. It should cover financial years 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25.

The certificate must be issued after 01 April 2025. This ensures itâ??s issued after completion of FY
2024-25. Submit only valid and updated certificates to avoid rejection.

EWS candidates need Economically Weaker Section reservation certificates. These must be based on
income and asset certificates. The relevant financial year is 2024-25 for EWS candidates.

The certificate must be issued on or after 01 April 2025. It shouldnâ??t be later than the application
closing date. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi helps students with documentation.
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Post Prelims and Post Mains Logins Made Mandatory

UPSC has introduced mandatory login requirements for CSE 2026. You must login after Prelims Result
within 10 days. Another mandatory login follows Mains Written Result within 15 days.

Failure to login or update leads to direct disqualification. Set calendar reminders for these important
dates immediately. Donâ??t miss these critical login windows under any circumstances.

This is a new requirement that many aspirants might overlook. The top IAS coaching in Delhi sends
regular reminders. Stay connected with your coaching institute for timely updates.

Key Points Candidates Must Remember

Letâ??s summarize the most critical points for UPSC CSE 2026. These guidelines will help you avoid
common mistakes and rejections.

Register only once using the URN system properly. Fill the Common Application Form with extreme
care and accuracy. Upload clear live photograph and signature as per guidelines.

Prefer Aadhaar for quick verification and smooth processing always. Recheck all details multiple times
before final submission. Remember that correction and withdrawal facilities arenâ??t available
anymore.

Download your admit card online and carry valid ID proof. Reach examination centres early for face
authentication and verification. Follow all instructions provided by UPSC in the notification.

How Top Coaching Institutes Are Preparing Students

The best IAS coaching in Delhi has updated their guidance programs. Theyâ??re conducting special
sessions on application filling procedures. Mock application processes are being organized for student
practice.

The top UPSC coaching in Delhi emphasizes attention to detail. Theyâ??re helping students gather
all necessary documents beforehand. Mentors are reviewing applications before students submit them
finally.

Choose a reliable coaching institute that understands these changes. Get proper guidance on
documentation and application procedures. Donâ??t hesitate to ask questions when anything seems
unclear.

Common Mistakes to Avoid During Application

Many aspirants make preventable mistakes during application submission. Rushing through the
process leads to errors and rejection. Take your time and read every instruction carefully.

SHRI RAM IAS
8882939805, 9958635276

SHRI RAM IAS

Page 6
SHRI RAM IAS - Best IAS Coaching in Delhi



Donâ??t upload blurred or unclear photographs and signatures ever. Ensure your live photo matches
your uploaded photograph exactly. Verify your email ID and mobile number multiple times.

Double-check your category certificate dates and validity periods. Confirm your examination centre
preferences before final submission. Review your educational qualification details for any typing errors.

The best UPSC coaching in Delhi suggests creating a checklist. Mark each requirement as completed
only after thorough verification. This systematic approach prevents last-minute panic and mistakes.

Conclusion

The UPSC 2026 changes represent a significant shift in processes. These reforms make the system
more transparent and efficient. However, they also demand greater attention and care from aspirants.

Start your application process early and donâ??t procrastinate ever. Gather all required documents well
before the deadline arrives. Consult with mentors at the top IAS coaching in Delhi.

These 14 major changes will shape your UPSC journey significantly. Understanding them thoroughly
gives you a competitive advantage over others. Follow every guideline meticulously and submit a
perfect application.

Remember, your civil services dream begins with a flawless application. Take these changes seriously
and prepare accordingly now. The best UPSC coaching in Delhi is ready to guide you.

Apply with confidence, prepare with dedication, and succeed with determination. Your IAS dream is
absolutely achievable with proper guidance. Best wishes for UPSC CSE 2026 and your future career!
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