
What is UPPSC PCS: Eligibility and Syllabus?

Description

The Uttar Pradesh Public Service Commission (UPPSC) Provincial Civil Services (PCS) examination
represents a significant gateway for individuals aspiring to join the stateâ??s administrative machinery.
It is among the most sought-after examinations in Uttar Pradesh, leading to various prestigious posts
across government departments. Understanding the intricacies of this examination, from its
fundamental eligibility requirements to its extensive syllabus, is the first critical step for any serious
candidate.

This article aims to demystify the UPPSC PCS examination, providing a comprehensive overview of the
eligibility criteria that determine who can apply and a detailed breakdown of the syllabus across its
multiple stages. This clarity is essential for designing a focused and effective preparation strategy,
ensuring aspirants navigate the challenging selection process with confidence.

Introduction to the UPPSC PCS Examination

The UPPSC PCS examination is the flagship competitive examination conducted by the Uttar Pradesh
Public Service Commission for recruitment to various Provincial Civil Service and other gazetted posts
within the state government. These roles include Deputy Collector, Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Block Development Officer, Assistant Regional Transport Officer, Treasury Officer, and many others,
each contributing to the governance and development of Uttar Pradesh. The examination is designed to
identify candidates with the requisite knowledge, analytical skills, and administrative aptitude to serve
the state effectively. Its multi-stage selection process ensures a rigorous evaluation of aspirants on
various parameters.

UPPSC PCS Eligibility Criteria

Before embarking on preparation, candidates must thoroughly understand the eligibility criteria. Meeting
these conditions is non-negotiable for participation in the UPPSC PCS examination.
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Nationality Requirements

Candidates must primarily be citizens of India. However, the commission also allows for other
categories, provided they meet specific conditions:

A Tibetan refugee who came over to India before January 1, 1962, with the intention of
permanently settling in India.
A person of Indian origin who has migrated from Pakistan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, or the East
African countries of Kenya, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zaire, and
Ethiopia, or Vietnam with the intention of permanently settling in India.
For such non-Indian citizens, a certificate of eligibility issued by the Government of India is
necessary. Despite these allowances, the majority of applicants are Indian citizens.

Age Limit and Age Relaxations

The age limit for general category candidates applying for the UPPSC PCS examination is a minimum
of 21 years and a maximum of 40 years. The crucial date for calculating this age is typically July 1 of
the examination year. This point needs attention: careful calculation based on the specific notification is
vital.

Age relaxations are provided for various reserved categories, but these are primarily available to
candidates domiciled in Uttar Pradesh.

Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backward Classes (OBC) of
Uttar Pradesh: A relaxation of 5 years in the upper age limit is applicable, making the maximum
age 45 years.
Physically Handicapped Persons (PwBD) of Uttar Pradesh: A significant relaxation of 15
years is provided, raising the maximum age to 55 years.
Emergency Commissioned Officers/Short Service Commissioned Officers/Ex-Army
Personnel (of UP) who have rendered 5 years service: A 5-year relaxation is applicable, along
with the period of military service.
Skilled Players of Uttar Pradesh: 5 years of relaxation.
State Government Employees of Uttar Pradesh: 5 years of relaxation.
It is important to note that candidates claiming age relaxation must possess the requisite
certificates issued by the competent authority of Uttar Pradesh.

Educational Qualification Details

A Bachelorâ??s degree from a university recognized by law in India or an equivalent qualification is the
fundamental educational requirement for most UPPSC PCS posts. However, certain specific posts may
require specialized qualifications:

Sub Registrar/Assistant Prosecuting Officer (Transport): Law Graduate.
District Basik Shiksha Adhikari/Associate DIOS and Other equivalent administrative posts,
District Administrative Officer: Post Graduate Degree.
District Audit Officer (Revenue Audit): Commerce Graduate.
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Assistant Controller Legal Measurement (Grade-II): Degree in Science with Physics or
Mechanical Engineering as one subject.
Senior Lecturer, DIET: Post Graduate Degree with B.Ed.
Chemist: M.Sc. in Organic Chemistry/Industrial Chemistry/Agricultural Chemistry with 3 years
experience.
District Cane Officer, U.P. Agriculture Service Group â??Bâ?• (Development Branch):
Agriculture Graduate.
Labour Enforcement Officer: Bachelorâ??s degree with Economics or Sociology or commerce
and Post Graduate Diploma or Post Graduate Degree in Labour relation or Labour welfare or
Labour Law or Commerce or Sociology or Social work or Social welfare.

Final year students are eligible to apply, provided they obtain their bachelorâ??s degree before the
specified closing date for application or before the Mains examination, as mentioned in the official
notification.

Physical Standards for Specific Posts

The general UPPSC PCS examination does not require specific physical standards for all posts.
However, certain posts, due to their nature of work, necessitate particular physical measurements and
fitness. This becomes important. Candidates applying for these posts must meet the specified criteria.
Examples of such posts include:

Deputy Superintendent of Police
District Commandant Home Guards
Superintendent of Jail
Excise Inspector
Deputy Jailor
District Probation Officer

Typically, these standards involve minimum height, chest measurements (for male candidates), and
vision requirements. Candidates must review the detailed physical standards for these specific posts in
the official notification before applying. Failing to meet these standards would lead to disqualification for
those particular roles, even if the candidate qualifies for other posts.

Domicile and Reservation Rules

Reservation policies for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS), Persons with Benchmark Disabilities (PwBD), Skilled Players, Women, and
Ex-servicemen are applicable as per Uttar Pradesh Government rules. To avail these benefits,
candidates must possess a domicile certificate of Uttar Pradesh and present valid caste/category
certificates issued by the competent authority. Candidates who are not domiciled in Uttar Pradesh are
treated as general category candidates, irrespective of their reservation status in their home state. They
cannot claim any reservation or age relaxation specific to Uttar Pradesh.

Structure of the UPPSC PCS Examination
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The UPPSC PCS examination is conducted in three distinct stages, designed to progressively assess a
candidateâ??s suitability for public service.

Preliminary Examination Overview

The Preliminary Examination is the first stage and acts as a screening test. It is objective in nature,
consisting of Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs). The marks obtained in the Prelims are not counted
towards the final merit list; candidates only need to qualify to appear for the Main Examination. There is
negative marking for incorrect answers. The Prelims consist of two papers:

General Studies Paper I: This paper evaluates general knowledge and current affairs.
General Studies Paper II (CSAT): This is a qualifying paper, where candidates must score a
minimum of 33% marks. It assesses aptitude, comprehension, and basic numerical skills.

Main Examination Overview

The Main Examination is a conventional, written examination designed to evaluate a candidateâ??s in-
depth knowledge, analytical abilities, and writing skills. The marks obtained in the Main Examination are
crucial for the final merit list. It consists of eight papers:

General Hindi
Essay
General Studies Paper I
General Studies Paper II
General Studies Paper III
General Studies Paper IV
General Studies Paper V (Uttar Pradesh Specific)
General Studies Paper VI (Uttar Pradesh Specific)
The addition of two Uttar Pradesh-specific General Studies papers highlights the commissionâ??s
emphasis on state-centric knowledge.

Personality Test (Interview)

Candidates who qualify the Main Examination are called for a Personality Test, also known as the
Interview. This stage assesses a candidateâ??s general awareness, communication skills, presence of
mind, suitability for a career in public service, and overall personality. It is an oral test conducted by a
board, and the marks obtained here are added to the Main Examination marks to determine the final
merit list.

Detailed Syllabus for Preliminary Examination

The Preliminary Examination syllabus is broad, covering a wide array of subjects to test a
candidateâ??s general awareness and analytical skills.

General Studies Paper I
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This paper carries 200 marks and has a duration of two hours.

Current events of national and international importance: Candidates need to be aware of
significant events, issues, and developments at both national and global levels.
History of India and Indian National Movement: This includes ancient, medieval, and modern
Indian history, with a particular focus on the freedom struggle.
Indian and World Geography: Physical, social, and economic geography of India and the world.
Emphasis on general understanding of geography, with specific questions related to India.
Indian Polity and Governance: Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj, Public Policy,
Rights Issues, etc. A thorough understanding of the Indian constitutional framework and its
functioning is required.
Economic and Social Development: Sustainable Development, Poverty Inclusion,
Demographics, Social Sector Initiatives, etc. This involves understanding key economic concepts
and social welfare programs.
Environmental Ecology, Biodiversity & Climate Change: General issues on Environmental
ecology, Bio-diversity, and Climate Change that do not require subject specialization. Basic
awareness of environmental challenges and conservation efforts is expected.
General Science: Questions on general science understanding, covering physics, chemistry, and
biology, typically up to the high school level.

General Studies Paper II (CSAT)

This paper is qualifying in nature, carrying 200 marks with a duration of two hours. Candidates must
secure a minimum of 33% marks to qualify.

Comprehension and Reasoning:
Interpersonal skills including communication skills.
Logical reasoning and analytical ability.
Decision making and problem solving.
General mental ability.

Elementary Mathematics (Class X Level):
Arithmetic: Number system, Average, Ratio and Proportion, Percentage, Profit and Loss,
Simple and Compound Interest, Work and Time.
Algebra: Polynomials, Factors, LCM, HCF, Equations.
Geometry: Triangles, Quadrilaterals, Circles, their properties and theorems.
Statistics: Collection, Classification, Tabulation, Frequency, Graph, Bar diagram, Pie chart,
Mean, Median, Mode.

General English (Class X Level):
Comprehension, active and passive voice, direct and indirect speech, parts of speech,
transformation of sentences, punctuation, vocabulary (synonyms, antonyms, one-word
substitution), idioms and phrases.

General Hindi (Class X Level):
Comprehension, word formation, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, sentence correction,
grammar, usage, letter writing, essay writing on general topics.

Detailed Syllabus for Main Examination

SHRI RAM IAS
8882939805, 9958635276

SHRI RAM IAS

Page 5
SHRI RAM IAS - Best IAS Coaching in Delhi

https://www.shriramias.in/what-was-the-cabinet-mission-plan-of-1946/
https://www.shriramias.in/palaeolithic-age-in-india-meaning-time-period-upsc-notes/


The Main Examination is a comprehensive test of a candidateâ??s writing prowess, analytical depth,
and subject-specific knowledge, with a significant emphasis on Uttar Pradesh.

General Hindi Paper

This paper carries 150 marks. It tests a candidateâ??s proficiency in the Hindi language, including:

Comprehension of unseen passages.
Precis writing (summary).
Official/Government letter writing.
Vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure.
Translation from Hindi to English and vice versa.
Essay writing on general topics.

Essay Paper

This paper carries 150 marks. Candidates are required to write three essays, choosing one from each
of the three sections. Each essay typically requires a word limit of around 700 words. The sections
cover a diverse range of topics:

Section A: Literature and Culture, Social sphere, Political sphere.
Section B: Science, Environment and Technology, Economic sphere, Agriculture, Industry and
Trade.
Section C: National and International events, Natural calamities- Earthquakes, Landslides,
Deluge, Drought etc., National Development programmes and projects.

General Studies Paper I: History, Society, Geography

This paper carries 200 marks.

History and Culture of India: Salient features of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times. Modern Indian History (from about the middle of the eighteenth century
until the present)- significant events, personalities and issues. The Freedom Struggle â?? its
various stages and important contributors/contributions from different parts of the country. Post-
independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. History of Uttar Pradesh:
important historical sites, archaeological findings, ancient cities, freedom movement, prominent
personalities.
Society: Role of women and womenâ??s organization, population and associated issues, poverty
and developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and remedies. Salient features of Indian
Society, diversity of India. Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.
Geography: Salient features of world physical geography. Distribution of key natural resources
across the world (including South Asia and the Indian subcontinent). Factors responsible for the
location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the world
(including India). Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic
activity, cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical
features (including water bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such
changes. Specific knowledge of Geography of Uttar Pradesh.
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General Studies Paper II: Polity, Governance, International Relations

This paper carries 200 marks.

Indian Polity and Governance: Indian Constitutionâ??historical underpinnings, evolution,
features, amendments, significant provisions, and basic structure. Functions and responsibilities
of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution
of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. Separation of powers between
various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions. Comparison of the Indian
constitutional scheme with that of other countries. Parliament and State Legislaturesâ??structure,
functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. Structure,
organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciaryâ??Ministries and Departments of
the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.
Salient features of the Representation of Peopleâ??s Act. Appointment to various Constitutional
Posts, Powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
Governance: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation. Development processes and the
development industryâ??the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors,
charities, institutional and other stakeholders. Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the
population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws,
institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
Issues relating to the development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health,
Education, Human Resources. Issues relating to Poverty and Hunger. Aspects of Good
Governance. Transparency & Accountability and institutional and other measures. Role of Civil
Services in a Democracy.
International Relations: India and its neighborhood- relations. Bilateral, regional and global
groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting Indiaâ??s interests. Effect of policies
and politics of developed and developing countries on Indiaâ??s interests, Indian diaspora.
Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate.
Analytical observation: This paper demands a strong grasp of constitutional law, current
governance challenges, and Indiaâ??s foreign policy dynamics.

General Studies Paper III: Economy, Science & Technology, Environment,
Security

This paper carries 200 marks.

Indian Economy: Economic planning in India. Issues relating to planning, mobilization of
resources, growth, development and employment. Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.
Government Budgeting. Major Crops-cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different
types of irrigation and irrigation system storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce
and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers. Issues related to direct and
indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; Public Distribution Systemâ??objectives,
functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer stocks and food security; Technology
missions; economics of animal-rearing. Food processing and related industries in
Indiaâ??scopeâ?? and significance, location, upstream and downstream requirements, supply
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chain management. Land reforms in India. Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in
industrial policy and their effects on industrial growth. Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads,
Airports, Railways, etc.
Science and Technology: Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life.
Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and development
of new technology. Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, Robotics, Nanotechnology,
Bio-technology and issues relating to Intellectual Property Rights.
Environment: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact
assessment. Disaster and Disaster Management.
Internal Security: Linkages between development and spread of extremism. Role of external
state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security. Challenges to internal
security through communication networks, the role of media and social networking sites in internal
security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-laundering and its prevention. Security
challenges and their management in border areas â?? linkages of organized crime with terrorism.
Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate.
At this stage, one issue becomes clear: This paper integrates diverse fields, requiring candidates
to connect economic policies with technological advancements, environmental concerns, and
internal security threats.

General Studies Paper IV: Ethics, Integrity, Aptitude

This paper carries 200 marks.

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants, and consequences of Ethics in human
actions; dimensions of ethics; ethics in private and public relationships. Human Valuesâ??lessons
from the lives and teachings of great reformers, administrators, thinkers, and personalities.
Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behavior; moral
and political attitudes; social influence and persuasion.
Aptitude: Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service, integrity, impartiality and non-
partisanship, objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance, and compassion
towards the weaker sections.
Emotional Intelligence: Concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and
governance.
Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and the world.
Public/Civil Service Values and Ethics in Public Administration: Status and problems; ethical
concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions; laws, rules, regulations, and
conscience as sources of ethical guidance; accountability and ethical governance; strengthening
of ethical and moral values in governance; ethical issues in international relations and funding;
corporate governance.
Probity in Governance: Concept of public service, Philosophical basis of governance and
probity, Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of
Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizenâ??s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery,
Utilization of public funds, challenges of corruption.
Case Studies: On above topics.

This point needs attention: This paper is unique in testing a candidateâ??s moral compass
and ethical decision-making abilities, which are paramount for public service.
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General Studies Paper V: Uttar Pradesh Specific Knowledge I

This paper carries 200 marks. It focuses exclusively on the history, society, and economy of Uttar
Pradesh.

History, Civilization, Culture and Ancient Cities of UP.
Architecture, their significance and maintainability, Museum, Archieves and Archaeology of UP.
Contribution of UP in Freedom Struggle, UP & Indian Renaissance, Role of UP in 1857.
Folkdances, Folk-songs, Music, Festivals, Social Customs & Tourism of UP.
Various Fairs, Political, Social and Religious Groups, Education, Health, and Scientific fields of
UP.
Specific knowledge about the structure of the financial inclusion, agriculture, industries and trade,
Public Policy, welfare schemes and various projects in UP.
Geography of UP: Physical, Climate, Soil, Forest, Wildlife, Mines & Minerals, Irrigation Sources.
Indian Economy (overview) and UP Economy: State Budgets.
Specific knowledge of UPâ??s financial system, its economic reforms, â??One District-One
Productâ?? scheme.
Renewal of Planning, industrial development, infrastructure and resources development of UP.

General Studies Paper VI: Uttar Pradesh Specific Knowledge II

This paper carries 200 marks. It delves into the governance, law, and social aspects of Uttar Pradesh.

Law and Order and Civil Defence in UP.
Medical & Health care, Environment and Ecology, Science and Technology in UP.
Specific knowledge of the Security aspects (e.g., Cyber Security, internal security) and challenges
in UP.
Schemes for the overall development of UP.
Disaster Management in UP.
Land reforms and their impact on UP.
Challenges and opportunities in agriculture, horticulture, forestry, and animal husbandry in UP.
Issues relating to social welfare, social security, public order, and law enforcement in UP.
Impact of globalization on the economy and society of UP.
Demography, Population, and Censuses of UP.
Uttar Pradesh: Minerals, Rivers, Wildlife and Natural resources.
Constitutional arrangements in UP, Political system, Governance, Public policy, and various acts.
Specific knowledge of Local self-government: Urban and Rural.
Now this becomes important: These two papers (GS V and VI) underscore the increasing
emphasis on state-specific knowledge for effective governance in UP, moving beyond a generic
understanding of Indian administration.

The Purpose of UPPSC PCS Examination Design

The multi-stage design of the UPPSC PCS examination, with its comprehensive eligibility criteria and
detailed syllabus, serves a clear purpose: to recruit well-rounded, knowledgeable, and capable
individuals into the stateâ??s administrative services. The Prelims act as a filter for general awareness
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and aptitude, while the Mains thoroughly examine analytical, conceptual, and writing skills across
diverse subjects, including a deep dive into Uttar Pradeshâ??s specific context. The Interview then
assesses personality, communication, and overall suitability for public service. This structured approach
aims to ensure that only the most deserving candidates, equipped with both academic prowess and
administrative potential, are selected for these critical roles.

UPSC Perspective

The UPPSC PCS examination framework, particularly its Prelims and Mains structure, mirrors the
Union Public Service Commissionâ??s Civil Services Examination (UPSC CSE) in its approach to
candidate assessment. Both commissions aim for a holistic evaluation, albeit with distinct geographical
focuses.

Prelims focus: Emphasis on factual recall, current affairs, and foundational knowledge,
especially with reference to Uttar Pradesh. The objective format allows for broad coverage and
efficient screening of a large applicant pool.
Mains focus: Evaluation of analytical writing, in-depth understanding of diverse subjects, and the
ability to apply knowledge with specific reference to Uttar Pradesh context. The descriptive format
tests a candidateâ??s ability to articulate complex ideas, structure arguments, and present
solutions, all crucial skills for an administrator.

Common Student Confusion

Aspirants often encounter certain points of confusion regarding the UPPSC PCS eligibility and syllabus,
which need clarification for focused preparation.

The distinction between general nationality requirements and the specific statement that
candidates must be citizens of India.

Correction: While the notification mentions other categories like Tibetan refugees or
persons of Indian origin from specific countries, the overwhelming majority of candidates are
Indian citizens. The primary and most direct requirement is Indian citizenship. The other
categories are specific historical provisions and apply to a very small fraction of applicants.

The understanding that physical standards apply only to certain job positions, not all
posts.

Correction: This is a critical misunderstanding. Physical standards (like height, chest
measurement, vision) are not a general requirement for all UPPSC PCS posts. They are
specifically mandated only for a select few positions such as Deputy Superintendent of
Police, District Commandant Home Guards, and Excise Inspector, due to the operational
nature of these roles. Most administrative positions do not have such physical criteria.

The condition that domicile of Uttar Pradesh is necessary to avail age relaxation
provisions.

Correction: Domicile in Uttar Pradesh is indeed necessary to claim any state-specific age
relaxations (for SC/ST/OBC/PwBD etc.) or reservation benefits. Candidates from other
states are welcome to apply, but they will be treated as General category candidates,
regardless of their own stateâ??s reservation status, and will not be eligible for UP-specific
age relaxations.
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Short Revision Points

UPPSC organizes state-level civil service examinations.
Eligibility includes nationality (primarily Indian citizen), age (21-40 years for general category), a
bachelorâ??s degree, and physical standards for certain roles.
Age relaxation is provided for specific categories, requiring domicile in Uttar Pradesh for state-
specific benefits.
The examination comprises three stages: Prelims, Mains, and Interview.
Both Prelims and Mains syllabi cover a broad range of subjects, with significant emphasis on Uttar
Pradesh.

FAQs

1. What is the age limit for applying to the UPPSC PCS examination?
The general age limit is a minimum of 21 years and a maximum of 40 years, with age relaxations
available for reserved categories domiciled in Uttar Pradesh.

2. Are final year students eligible to apply for the UPPSC PCS examination?
Yes, final year students are generally eligible to apply, provided they can produce their
bachelorâ??s degree certificate by the date specified in the official notification, usually before the
Mains examination.

3. What are the three stages of the UPPSC PCS selection process?
The three stages are the Preliminary Examination, the Main Examination, and the Personality
Test (Interview).

Understanding the UPPSC PCS examinationâ??s eligibility criteria and syllabus is fundamental for any
serious aspirant. This detailed breakdown should provide a clear roadmap for initial preparation.
Aspiring candidates must meticulously go through each section, correlating it with the official notification
for the specific year they are applying, as minor changes can occur. Dedicated study, strategic
planning, and consistent effort, backed by a clear understanding of the examâ??s demands, will
significantly enhance oneâ??s chances of success in this challenging examination. For those seeking
structured guidance and comprehensive preparation, SHRI RAM IAS is regarded as the best ias
coaching in delhi, offering focused programs for civil services examinations.
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